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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at  

Ashenground Community Centre on Monday 14th September 2026. 

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Maria Fielding (MF), Mandi Graves, Candida Lewis (CL), 
Amanda Saunders (AS), Heinrich Schmidt and Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair). 
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), Malcolm Avery (MA), Richard Bates (RB), Lauren Llloyd (LL) 
and 1 MoP. 
 

Meeting Started at 7.30pm. 

The Chair opened the meeting. 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence.  Nuala Hampshire, Jon Gilley, Crispin Salimbeni and Brad 
Williams. 
Absent: Chris East 
 

2. Public Session. 
No Members of the public requested to speak. 
 

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None noted. 
 

4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th August 2026.  It was 
proposed to agree the minutes by AS and seconded by CL. The minutes were duly agreed by full 
council and signed by the chair. 

 
5. To receive updates from District and County Councillors. LL advised council that she had met with 

NH to go through the Brook Street highways issues and subsequently with the Cabinet Minister for 
Highways.  There is a new Assistant Highways Manager in place which she will arrange to meet once 
he has settled into his post.  LL has also met with the owners of Borde Hill to discuss their plans.  LGR 
has been paused.  Cllrs questioned how long road repairs should last and LL advised the importance 
of reporting online and that the more people that report issues the better.  She also noted that if a 
drain has not cleared 30 minutes after it has stopped raining, to report it as it is then blocked.  MA 
noted that the District Plan Main Modifications consultation closed on Monday 7th September with 
7614 comments having been received.  This was now with the Inspector who will decide the next 
stage.  MA also noted that LGR had been paused for legal reasons with unitary elections being paused 
and District Council elections now taking place next May.  RB noted they had received a briefing on 
the planning process changes, appears to show that big developments may be pushed through 
quicker.  RB also highlighted the parking issues at Whiteman’s Green when there are sports matches 
being played, however councillors pointed out that these were predominantly children’s matches and 
finding a solution would be diƯicult as parents need to transport children.  RB questioned if we 
should push for a footpath between Borde Hill and the roundabout.  We believe this was already 
requested for S106 on a planning application but the Clerk to check and action of not. 
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6. (8)  Rocky lane Mast.  AS to give update - This item was pulled forward at the request of AS and 

Agreed by the chair, to allow District and County Councillors to be involved in the discussion.              
AS has worked extensively on this item over several months and there are two main areas of 
concern.  Before planning was given, Council twice asked for details of the public exclusion zones but 
were not provided with them. They have now been provided, however, the plans only show the North 
to South signal range, not the East to West and it is the East that is required as that is where the 
housing estate is. It is unclear at what height the exclusion zone starts.  What is clear from the plans 
is that it goes directly over the children’s play area where there are climbing frames and trees that 
children can climb. The application was submitted on the basis that the mast was to improve the 
signal for the Brighton mainline train line.  It has been confirmed by Cellnex that there will be no 
significant tilt to the antennae on the Eastern side of the mast.  This means that the signal from the 
Eastern antennae cannot possibly reach the train track which will be only a few metres to the East of 
the mast and will therefore be redundant.   
The second concern is the potential impact on a resident’s insulin pump. AS has repeatedly 
asked if the signal will aƯect the pump and Cellnex have advised AS to ask the pump provider. The 
pump provider say they cannot advise of the impact until the mast is in place and can measure the 
signal. The power level has never been provided, however based on an estimate, a professor working 
on this on behalf of the resident believes she would need to be at least 120m away, but they only live 
90m away. If the power is higher, they would need to live even further away for it to not impact the 
pump. AS asked the District and County Councillors what her next steps should be and they advised 
she write to them starting her concerns and they will take it forward with the planning committee.  If 
this doesn’t get a satisfactory answer, they advised AS to escalate to the MP. 

 
7. (6) To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the 

meeting. 
 

DM/26/1886 Soles Coppice 
Brantridge Lane 
Balcombe Haywards 
Heath 

Rear and side extensions to existing 
dwelling with new detached garage. 

Comment: No objections 

DM/26/2061 Thickets Deaks Lane 
Ansty Haywards Heath 

Proposal for loft extension This is an 
application to establish whether the 
development is lawful. This will be a 
legal decision where the planning 
merits of the proposed use cannot be 
taken into account. 

Comment: Noted 

DM/26/1759 8A Highfields Brighton 
Road Warninglid 
Haywards Heath 

Retrospective application for a single 
storey 3-bed self build detached 
dwelling, cycle storage building and 
associated parking. 

Comment: Council wish to 
object.  It is retrospective, in 
an area of natural beauty, it 
is not in the neighbourhood 
plan and is 
overdevelopment. 

DM/26/2071 Red Oaks Weald Chase 
Staplefield Road 
Cuckfield 

Variation of condition no 2 relating to 
planning application DM/25/3212 - To 
allow minor amendments to the 
approved glazing and window 
specification. 

Comment: No objections 
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8. (7) 

S118 Footpath over 
railway between 
Valebridge Close 
and Bedelands. 

Network Rail Proposal to extinguish 
Public Path ANS-IOICR and close 
Bedelands Level Crossing 

Council discussed this item at length noting 
many factors such as suicide prevention, the 
speed and number of trains, alternative 
solutions etc.  It was agreed to request that a 
footbridge be installed as an alternative to 
closing the access completely. 

 
9. Working Group Updates 

9.1. Finance Working Group – SS updated council on the recent meeting and that all items on the 
budget were carefully looked into and that even by taking it down to the bare minimum, council were 
still left with a £40,000 gap between income and outgoings once the Rocky Lane wards move to 
HHTC and the subsequent loss of precept.  It was agreed by the finance working group to reconvene 
after SS, NH and SA had their meeting with MSDC, to see what the outcome of that meeting was.  It 
was also agreed to ask all councillors to attend the next finance meeting. This is provisionally 
booked for Wednesday 23rd September. 
 

10. Insurance – Review quotes and agree new cover. The Clerk is still awaiting one quote which has now 
been requested twice.  It was agreed that unless there was any significant diƯerence in the quote 
being waited on, to remain with our current provider, Gallagher and sign into a 3-year contract to hold 
the price.  Clerk to action. 

 

DM/26/2018 Graftons Brighton 
Road Warninglid 
Haywards Heath  

Outline application for the erection of 
one Self-build dwelling with all matters 
reserved except access. 

Comment: Council wish to 
object.  It is not in any 
neighbourhood plans, it is 
not a built-up area and is an 
area of natural beauty. 

DM/26/1941 1 Jubilee Cottages 
Bolney Road Ansty 
Haywards Heath 

Installation of an Air Source Heat Pump 
to be installed at the side of property, to 
the rear. 

Comment: No Objections 

DM/26/2117 5 The Holt Haywards 
Heath West Sussex 
RH16 4XR 

Proposed loft conversion with gable-
end and rear dormer This is an 
application to establish whether the 
development is lawful. This will be a 
legal decision where the planning 
merits of the proposed use cannot be 
taken into account. 

Comment: No Comment 

DM/26/0454 Land Parcel At Bolney 
Road Ansty West 
Sussex 

Proposed erection of 33 new homes 
with access from Marwick Close, 
vehicle and cycle parking, landscaping, 
drainage, and associated infrastructure 
and highway works. (amended plans 
received 25/06/2026 showing revised 
layout, reduction in the number of units 
to 33 and new footway on A272.) 
(Updated Road Safety Audit and 
Designers Response and plans recieved 
03/08/2026). 

Comment: No objections 
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11. Finance 
11.1. Monthly finances - the financial statement, including the schedule of payments, the receipts, 

bank statements and bank reconciliation were agreed by council and signed by CL and HS. 
11.2. Payments approved since last meeting. None 
11.3. Request to carry over payment. The Crawley Wheelers had the pavilion and common booked for 

a road race being held in August.  Unfortunately, the road was closed and they had to cancel.  They 
have requested that the payment be carried over to next year.  It was agreed but that any increase in 
pavilion fees would also apply and these would need to be paid in addition. Clerk to action. 

11.4. NJC – New pay scales agreed.  These are automatically applied by payroll and backdated to 1st 
April 2026. 
 

12. Agar – External auditors report received. Council noted and accepted the signed External Auditor’s 
Report to accompany the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ended 31st  
 

13. Audit – The next Internal audit is booked in for Wednesday 23rd September 2026. 
 
14. Local Publications. None  

 
15. Meetings attended.  SS and SA (apologies from NH) attended a meeting with Stephen Brown at 

MSDC, to discuss the budget issues and huge gap in our income once the Rocky Lane wards move to 
HHTC in May 2027.  Stephen Brown has taken away all the points raised and will come back to 
Council as soon as he can.   
SS along with representatives from other Town and Parish councils in Mid Sussex attended a meeting 
addressed by South East Water. This was largely taken up with a short series of presentations 
followed by a question and answer session. These covered leaks, infrastructure renewal, and how 
they planned to improve their emergency provision when the supply breaks down. What they could 
not address was how the supply and disposal of water could be more closely integrated into the 
planning system. Whilst the former operates according to a 15 or 20 year cycle, the planning system 
operates according to an unaligned cycle of 5 years and takes no account of whether the water 
companies are able to meet demand. The South East Water representatives agreed to take this away 
with them and said that they would escalate it to more senior staff within their organisation. SS said 
that he would send on the meeting pack which was subsequently provided. 

 
16. Confirm date and place of next meeting.  Whiteman’s Green Sports Club, 12th October at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 8.50pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 


