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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 14th July 2025.   
 

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE),Maria Fielding (MF), Jon Gilley (JG), Mandi 
Graves (MG), Nuala Hampshire (NH), Crispin Salimbeni (CS), Amanda Saunders (AS), Heinrich 

Schmidt (HS), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair). 
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), WSCC Cllr Pete Bradbury 

(PB), and 14 MoP’s. 

Meeting Started at 7.30pm 

1. To receive apologies for absence. Brad Williams.  Absent: Candida Lewis. 
 

2. Public Session. 
Ten minutes are available for the public to express a view or ask a question on relevant matters 
on the agenda. The public are welcome to stay and observe the rest of the meeting.   

 
1. 5G Mast Rocky Lane – 12 members of the public attended to put in their objections to the 

proposed mast, this was on top of several emails that have previously been sent to the 
clerk to log objections.  There is deep concern over several aspects including health 
implications, particularly on young children, maps (provided to council) that clearly show 
it isn’t needed and worry that additional transmitters would be added at a later date as 
the proposed mast is enormous.  Several residents provided very in-depth reports and 
evidence to support their concerns. 

2. Speeding Ansty – 1 member of the public brought up his concerns over speeding through 
Ansty and reported several accounts of near misses.  The MoP suggested a crossing be 
installed opposite the Ansty Centre and a SID that shows the number plate of the car.  MF 
noted that this was only something the police could do and they would need to contact 
them.  The MoP had also noticed that S106 money had been promised by SIGMA to 
expand the park and wondered what had happened to this. 

3. New England Wood – a 12-acre plot of wood has been put up for sale and there is 
concern over the area being sold for development.  The sale is going to sealed bids and 
the New England Trust are seeking donations towards the purchase of the land. 

4. Rocky Lane Boundary Review – Several residents voiced their opinion over the boundary 
review, stating that they did not want to change and become part of Haywards Heath.  
They stated that they prefer to have more say over how their money is spent by remaining 
with the smaller Parish of Ansty and Staplefield. 
 

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None 
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4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th June 2025. 
 
Several items were brought forward on the agenda to enable them to be discussed whilst the 
MoP’s were in attendance. 
 
5. (6.2) DM/25/1495. Land Adj. To Rocky Lane, Haywards Heath, West Sussex. The installation of a 

22.5 metre lattice mast, mounted with 9No. antennas, 12No. cabinets, 1No. Electrical meter 
cabinet located within a compound comprised of 2.4-metre-high chain-link fence topped with 3 
strands of barbed wire and the creation of a new access from Rocky Lane and ancillary 
development thereto. 
Council discussed this at length and felt it went against the District Plan, had a biodiversity 
impact (it was felt the assessment was done at the wrong time of year when most wildlife was in 
hibernation), ignored ancient woodland, is sited only metres from a children’s park, houses in 
the immediate vicinity were not notified,  the technical assessment was found to be confusing, 
it was felt it to be sited in the wrong location, is considered overdevelopment due to it’s size and 
that bridging a gap of 26 seconds of connectivity wasn’t justified by the risks and impact of 
erecting the mast.  Comment: Opposed. (Unanimous vote). 
 

6. (10) Ansty – Speed Concerns. SS advised that there is currently a SID on the A272 which is part 
of the national road network.  JG noted that a county safety review has previously taken place at 
the request of Council which resulted in dropped kerbs and lights opposite the village centre to 
allow children to cross the road in a safer manner.  PB suggested contacting Jo Shiner, Chief of 
Police to ask if the police can put some focus on the issue of speeding in Ansty.  Clerk to 
action. It was noted that a lot of road additions such as crossings were regulated by the 
Government, however it had been looked at previously and a safe spot couldn’t be identified.  
PB said he has, however, asked the highways manager to have another look into it. 
 

7. (11) New England Wood – Discuss and agree whether to contribute financially.  This 12-acre 
site, although out of parish backs onto a section of wood that is in parish.  There is a public 
footpath through it.  A&SPC have been asked to assist in contributing as a statutory consultee to 
try and add some weight to the purchase by the New England Trust.  It was agreed that this 
would need to be looked at as a grant application.  There are limited funds this year for grants 
with a very small amount set aside for urgent requests.  It was agreed to send a grant form to the 
applicant and it would be discussed again at the next meeting.  Clerk to action. 

 
8. (7) Community Governance Review. 2 things needed to be discussed and ratified at tonight’s 

meeting. 
 
1. Leaflet to be sent to residents 
2. OƯicial response by A&SPC to the review. 

 
A draft leaflet has previously been circulated to councillors for review and some suggested 
amendments will be made.  It was agreed to send the flier out with a copy of A&SPC’s oƯicial 
response.  It was voted on with a unanimous agreement to oppose the boundary review and that 
our response should take into account the terms of reference.  It was agreed that AS would draft a 
response as a matter of urgency and send out for review by councillors.  The clerk would then 
submit the response online, get both the leaflet and response printed on a fast-track service and 
some councillors have volunteered to post through letterboxes on the Rocky Lane development.  



 

Page 3 of 6 
 

Both would be posted to our website and social media.  Residents are urged to comment with their 
views using the link provided on the MSDC website. 
 
9. To receive updates from District and County Councillors. PB commented on the boundary 

review and advised adding in that serious consideration should be given to deferring due to the 
LGR and devolution currently happening.  He also voiced support to the purchase of the New 
England Wood stating that as chair of the High Weald National Landscape, they would be giving 
a significant amount of money towards the purchase.  He noted that with the Cuckstye 
development, further work on traƯic proposals meant that as far as County Council were 
concerned, the development had become more feasible.  He is meeting with them this week to 
see if he can unpick it.  He advised the traƯic review is ongoing but nothing at the moment that 
would impact A&SPC. BW was unable to make the last meeting and NH asked the chair if she 
could attend if ever BW was unable to. SS approved this and agreed it would be a benefit.  
Devolution is still going ahead.  The Government are planning to bring back a 2-vote system, 
however the Sussex Mayor will still be elected on a first past post basis as the law won’t be 
passed by then.  LGR – out of the 4 models, 1 model has now been discarded (2 unitaries, 1 
north and 1 south) as it isn’t financially viable. 
RB advised he couldn’t comment on Cuckstye as he is on the planning committee and now the 
district plans have been scrapped the application is moving forward.  However, there are no 
updates at present.  5G Mast – RB advised that he and Malcolm Avery have made a call in on 
this application (request to go to committee) which has so far been ignored and could 
potentially be decided on by planning oƯicers.  PB and RB made it clear they felt this was 
unacceptable. He also advised the district plan was still in limbo due to a legal challenge being 
looked into.  He also said to try and urge the Government to take a view on the speed limits with 
regards to our concerns and it was noted by SS that this could be one subject discussed with 
MP Amanda Bennett when council meet with her in August. 

 
10. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the 

meeting. 
 
1. DM/25/1448. Eldridge Vale Caravan Park, Valebridge Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex. 

Discharge of condition No: 2 relating to planning application DM/22/1359. Comment: 
No Objection. 

2. DM/25/1453. Birch Trees Farm, Cuckfield Road, Ansty, Haywards Heath. Erection of a 
dwelling and associated development. Requested extension was denied.  Circulated 
to councillors to voice any objections prior to meeting.  None Noted. This has now 
been approved. 

3. DM/25/1514. The Lodge, 10 Highfields, Brighton Road, Warninglid. Proposed 
replacement single storey dwelling house. Comment: No Objection. 

4. DM/25/1531. West Cottage, Whitemans Green, Cuckfield, Haywards Heath. Ground 
mounted solar panels. Comment: No Objection. 

5. DM/25/1050. Land Adj. to Barn Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty, Haywards Heath. 
Proposal to erect a single four-bedroom house in land adjoining.  Comment: Objection.  
This is not in the neighbourhood plan, no consideration of biodiversity, significant 
impact on trees, cramped and is overdevelopment. 
 

All planning decisions circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. 
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11. Staplefield 
1. Pavilion – Update from Clerk, electrical test and tap request from Staplefield Fete 

committee. 
i. Electricity – The pavilion has failed the electrical test in the toilet block.  The 

electrician has turned oƯ the electricity in this area and the clerk has padlocked 
the box with a notice in place. It will be at least 6 weeks before he can return to 
remedy.  Clerk has requested his quote and will get additional quotes to see if this 
can be resolved earlier.  In addition, there are issues with the supply with EDF 
having quadrupled the monthly DD with very little notice or explanation.  Current 
usage over the last year is inconsistent with this increase however has also 
flagged that the electricity usage appears higher in winter when the pavilion is 
closed and everything switched oƯ.  The clerk has spent several weeks trying to 
get EDF to clarify the situation with credits and debits constantly being added to 
our account with no explanation.  It was agreed to move to Octopus who are 
coming up at £33.50 per month fixed for 2 years.  Clerk to action. 

ii. PAT – this is booked for 18th July, 2025. 
iii. Legionella – Council were under the impression that the showers had been 

decommissioned, however, this isn’t the case.  The switch that was turned oƯ was 
just the fan above the showers and they are in fact still working and have been 
used a couple of times.  The Water risk assessment needs to be done.  Council 
approved spend of up to £500 to enable this. 

iv. Security – The clerk shared her concerns over the security of the pavilion with the 
pavilion and toilets often being left unlocked.  The pavilion is being accessed 
without council’s knowledge or permission and this has implications for our 
insurance/liability.  It was agreed for the clerk to add a second lock to the front 
door and put in a key code lock box in the ladies toilets.  All keys except the ladies 
toilet key will be handed out to regular users and the Victory Inn pub and the code 
will be changed weekly by the clerk and given to the hirers when they are booked 
in. 

v. Mechanical Roller – This is currently owned by Staplefield Cricket Club.  The Jolly 
Tanners CC approached SCC to see if they would be happy to transfer ownership 
to them as SCC do not currently have a team.  This was denied by SCC so the 
Clerk contacted SCC to confirm that they would be insuring it.  In addition, 
anybody using the roller needs to have the relevant training.  The Clerk has 
already contacted the Jolly Tanners CC regarding this as she has found somebody 
who has oƯered to do this for free to anybody using it, however, has yet to have a 
response.  SCC replied asking if A&SPC would take over ownership of it, however, 
would like it back if they ever set up again as a cricket team.  This proposal was 
discussed by council and refused.  Council do not want to take responsibility for 
the roller and it either needs to be insured with those using it having the relevant 
training, or removed from the shed.  The manual roller is no longer at the pavilion.  
It was borrowed by a resident who was informed they could keep it as children 
were seen playing on it/with it and was considered a health and safety risk.  Clerk 
to action where necessary . 

vi. Alcohol – A price list was noted on the Jolly Tanners CC fridge in the pavilion.  It 
was made clear that the selling of alcohol is strictly prohibited in the pavilion as it 
is not a licensed premises.  Price list has been removed and a notice has been put 
up in the pavilion stating the rules surrounding this. 

vii. Outside tap – One of the Staplefield fete organisers emailed requesting an outside 
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tap be put at the back of the pavilion.  They advised that further information would 
be sent in to support the request.  The clerk has yet to receive this, however 
council discussed the request and agreed that any plans would be put on hold 
and looked again when the refurbishment plans were underway. 

Park Inspection – this is due for renewal and was agreed to remain with GB Sports and Leisure as 
they are quoting the same as last year. 
 

2. Update from Working Group, including refurbishment – 2 versions of the refurb plans are 
in the shared file for councillors to view and comment on.  IT was agreed for councillors 
to finalise an approved version to enable the clerk to get quotes.  This can then give an 
estimated cost and allow the next steps to be decided on how to finance this. 

3. Land outside The Victory Inn – Chris East to take up this with Enterprise Inns. 
4. Footpath diversion - A footpath diversion was reported.  The clerk passed on to MSDC to 

look into.  BB reported that this is in Slaugham parish so no further involvement from 
A&SPC 
 

12. Noticeboards, Rocky Lane – S106 money approved, this figure is minus VAT – This has been 
ordered and will be delivered directly to Chris Nye to erect on site.  All costs have been covered 
by the grant, A&SPC will have to cover the VAT which they can then claim back.  MG has oƯered 
to put up any notices in the noticeboard once it’s erected. 
 

13. Ansty & Brook Street Village Greens – Update from SS.  This needs further work and 
engagement from a solicitor.  SS, CS, NH and CE to join forces to progress this. 

 
14. Planning & Infrastructure Bill – Council approved the version circulated to Full Council once a 

couple of updates noted by CE are made. SS to send. 
 

15. Finance 
1. Monthly finances - The financial statement including the schedule of payments, the 

receipts and bank reconciliation and bank statements were approved by council and 
signed by CS and HS. 

2. Quarterly budget update – The clerk updated that everything looked on track, however 
the street lighting bill came in much higher than expected. 

3. Payments approved since last meeting. – A payment of £159 was made to the land 
registry as agreed at last month’s meeting. 

4. Approve DD payments to Hugo Fox. It was agreed that all payments can be paid by DD. 
 

16. Meetings Attended 
1. Councillor Training – Chris East and Candida Lewis. 

 
17. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda.  

 MG advised that the Rocky Lane widening roadworks have been cancelled as the job was 
bigger than thought. It is now re-scheduled but won’t be until at least September and will 
take longer than previously advised.   

 A MoP wrote in regarding the locking of a public bridleway (59CR) in Ansty.  SS and JG 
went to take a look and there is indeed a padlock on the gate.  Clerk to action. 
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 SS wanted to thank HS for all his hard work on changing over our email provider and the 
constant assistance he gave councillors and the clerk to ensure a smooth transition. 

18. Confirm date and place of next meeting. 
11th August, Staplefield Village Hall. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.40pm 

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 
 

 

 


