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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 11th August 2025. 
 
Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE), Maria Fielding (MF), Jon Gilley (JG), Nuala 
Hampshire (NH), Candida Lewis (CL) Mandi Graves (MG), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad 
Williams (BW).   
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), Cllr Malcolm Avery (MA). 

Meeting Started at 7.30pm. 

1. To receive apologies for absence. Crispin Salimbeni, Amanda Saunders and Heinrich 
Schmidt. 
 

2. Public Session. 
No MoP’s attended.   
 

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None. 
 

4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2025. The minutes were 
agreed and signed by the Chair. 

 
5. To receive updates from District and County Councillors. 

RB updated on the unitary now being down to 2 options, a 2 way split between either North and 
South or East and West Sussex and Brighton and Hove, or a county.  Issue with county is this 
would bring it over the 100 maximum of councillors allowed.  RB noted the accident on Rocky 
Lane in which a young man sadly lost his life.  Lots of tributes being left on the corner of Cedar 
Avenue.  5G mast is now going in front of a committee, however unsure of when this will be.  RB 
feels it needs a site visit from the planning oƯicers.  ASPC will send a councillor to represent 
their parishioners when the meeting is held.  District Plan is still currently dormant.  MF asked 
how this impacts the neighbourhood plan.  RB advised it’s unknown when the District Plan will 
be back. With regard to major development of this nature such as that which is mentioned in 
the plan and which has already been undertaken in Brookleigh formerly known as the "Northern 
Arc" in Burgess HIll, strategic planning has been taken over by Homes England whose remit 
diƯers significantly from other developments currently underway. 

BW asked RB why he sent out a flyer, alongside the new Haywards Heath mayor, to the Rocky 
Lane residents in support of the CGR and the moving of the ward to HHTC instead of ASPC when 
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he is aware of the view of ASPC?  RB said he just sent out facts, BW read out a section which 
states that he and the mayor support the move. 

MA advised of the online consultation for shaping West Sussex and urged everyone to take part.  
MA advised that the Burgess Hill School plans for the Northern Arc have been scrapped.  MF 
asked when all the things we were promised will happen in the Northern Arc such as sports 
pitches gyms, a new reservoir etc. 

Councillors asked how the meeting with MP Alision Benett went (item18 on the agenda). Those 
in attendance felt it was an agreeable meeting but didn’t feel they got much from it as the 
important issues such as planning, AB didn’t feel she could get involved. 

6. LGR and Devolution Update. MA advised there has been a lot of back and forth about 
boundaries.  The date they are all working towards is 26th September as the business case 
needs to be put to the Government then. 

 
7. Cuckstye Update. Moved to next meeting. 

 
MA left the meeting. 

 
8. CGR. MG gave some feedback from residents she had spoken to and the Clerk advised of a very 

nice message she had received thanking the council for sending out an informative leaflet as it 
had made things much clearer for her.  It was agreed to send out a second flyer, inviting 
residents to our next meeting being held at the Ashenground Centre. 
 
RB Left the meeting. 

 
9. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the 

meeting. 
 
 DM/25/1556 Bucklands Farm, Brantridge Lane, Balcombe,  Haywards Heath. 

Retrospective planning application for x2 glamping pods for overnight guest use, 
associated decking, pergolas, footpaths, solar panels, updates to existing permeable 
track and parking and turning area by each pod. Councillors voted on this as some felt 
they shouldn’t be in favour of a retrospective planning application.  The vote was in 
favour of no objections, however it was agreed to send comments stating that they 
had no objections but would request the planning was temporary, to enable it to be 
reviewed.  SA to action. 

 DM/25/1768 Garden Cottage, Cleavers Lane, Cuckfield, Haywards Heath. Proposed side 
open porch, alterations to existing doors and window openings. Comment: No 
objections. 

 DM/25/1943. Keepers Cottage, Pickwell Lane, Ansty, Haywards Heath. Erection oak-
framed 4-bay detached garage. Comment: No objections. 

 DM/25/1911. Westup Farm, Deaks Lane, Cuckfield. To replace the existing 50kVA pole 
mounted transformer (PMT) attached to pole 616344 with a 100kVA PMT. To upgrade the 
overhead lines between poles 616344 and 632970 to 95ABC. In addition to the proposed 
works listed on our letter, we need to install a new stay wire to pole 616344 and 
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potentially replace pole 616344 as part of the works. Comment: This had already been 
approved prior to the meeting.  No objections. 

 

All planning decisions circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. 

10. AGAR – External auditor report received.  The conclusion of audit has been posted.  The 
following comments were made by the auditor. 

10.1 In respect of Councillor Allowances. It is the council's responsibility to 
account for the income tax due on the payment of councillor allowances. We require 
to be provided with evidence that 
this matter has been rectified as soon as practicable. Without this we will be required 
to consider our additional powers and duties for wider reporting. 

The clerk has contacted the auditor 3 times to ask them to clarify if they need anything sending over 
with regards to payment of tax, or whether this just needs to be done diƯerently next year.  The Clerk 
will advise council to take as PAYE, as per the Arnold Baker  Local Council Administration. 

11. Whatsapp Group – It was agreed to set up a whatsapp group for urgent messages only and that 
these shall be in control of the Clerk.  The Clerk has set up a whatsapp/text policy which was 
adopted at the meeting. 
 

12. Staplefield 
 Pavilion – Sight Screens/nets and update from Clerk, including refurb, PAT testing, 

storage of items, insurance of Roller and training. 
The Clerk updated that the PAT test has been completed.  Staplefield CC have agreed to 
loan the Mechanical Roller to the Jolly Tanners CC on the proviso that it will be insured 
under the JTCC insurance, those using it have the correct insurance and that if SCC ever 
resurrect, it will return to their control.  The Clerk advised however that she still has not 
received a copy of the insurance showing that it is insured, or any dates to complete the 
training.  It was agreed that this is a matter of urgency and Clerk to ask for all information 
requested to be sent to her this week. 
There are many items of the Staplefield Fete that have been left in the benches at the 
Pavilion.  Not only does this mean the storage cannot be used for hirers, the items are not 
covered under any insurance.  The Council’s insurance company have made it very clear 
that anything stored in the pavilion has to be covered by the owners insurance.  Some of 
these items are flammable causing great concern.  It was agreed by council that these 
items need to be removed as soon as possible.  Clerk to action. 
SCC have also requested that ASPC take over ownership of the sight screens on the 
common.  One is in disrepair and they oƯered to help source repairs if ASPC agreed to 
take it over.  It was discussed at great length and discussions also included the nets and 
score board.  There was some uncertainty over who owned the nets but it was agreed by 
council that they would take over ownership of the nets and if the CC wanted, Council 
would also take over the scoreboard.  However, they declined to take over the sight 
screens due to ongoing maintenance costs and the cricket teams said they weren’t 
essential for village cricket.  The Clerk to ask the screens to either be insured or removed 
from site. 

 Land outside The Victory Inn – CE has tried to contact Enterprise Inns via email as the 
Clerk was unable to get a response.  So far, CE has also not had a response.  Before the 
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next meeting, he will try calling and if still unsuccessful will try asking the landlords for 
contact details.  CE to feedback at the next meeting. 

 Tree Survey – This is provisionally booked in for 29th August 2025 at a cost of £570 plus 
VAT.  The cost was approved by council and agreed to proceed.  Clerk to action. 

 Park refurb update.  The Clerk has met many contractors at the park and it was agreed 
that the best solution was to go with the flow of the park and use the landscape rather 
than try and build it up as this would need time to settle before any equipment could be 
placed.  The clerk to update with quotes at the next meeting in September. 

 
13. New England Wood Grant Application – The application was reviewed and council agreed to 

award a £500 grant to help with the purchase of the land. 
 

14. Ansty & Brook Street Village Greens – Update from SS. CE has assisted SS with putting 
together a map of the land in Ansty that council wish to purchase.  CE was able to confirm it is 
unowned and has a solicitor contact who can assist.  IT was agreed for CE to pass the map to 
the Clerk for circulation and to do the same process with NH for the Brook Street piece of land. 

 
15. Highways – Deaks Lane - A new oƯicer has picked up John Cunningham's work with regard to 

this and he will prepare a new plan which should be funded by the highways Authority. 
 

16. Finance 
 Monthly finances – Councillors agreed the financial statement including the schedule of 

payments, the receipts, bank statements and bank reconciliation.  Signed oƯ by NH and 
BW. 

 Payments approved since last meeting. None. 
 Clerks Salary – LGS Pay agreement update. The Clerk advised that as per her starters 

form, her pay increased automatically to the next pay grade on 1st April.  The LGS pay 
agreement now also meant that the agreed increased will be paid in the August payroll 
along with back pay to 1st April 2025. 
 

17. Local Publications – It was agreed to do articles as and when required for Cuckfield Life and 
Staplefield’s Common Interests magazine.  These will be agreed at council meetings when 
necessary. It was agreed by council that a piece should be done on the CGR.  SS to write and 
circulate. 

 
18. Meetings Attended/Attending 

 Police – speeding concerns – SS, BB, JG, MG and the Clerk to attend at the Ansty Centre 
13th August. 

 MP Alison Bennett – Update above (5). 
 BB completed ACRE flooding survey on behalf of ASPC – BB still to complete, Clerk to re-

send. 
 

19. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda. None. 
 

20. Confirm date and place of next meeting.  Ashenground Community Centre, 8th September, 
2025. 
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Meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


