ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at

Ansty Sports Club on Monday 10" August 2026.

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE), Maria Fielding (MF), Candida Lewis (CL),
Nuala Hampshire (NH), Amanda Saunders (AS), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), Malcolm Avery (MA), Richard Bates (RB), Lauren Llloyd (LL)
and 1 MoP.

Meeting Started at 7.30pm.
The Chair opened the meeting.

. Toreceive apologies for absence. Jon Gilley (JG), Mandi Graves (MG) and Crispin Salimbeni (CS)

Absent: Heinrich Schmidt (HS).

. Public Session.

No MoP’s wished to speak.
. Toreceive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None

. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13" July 2026. Minutes were
agreed by full council and the chair signed the minutes.

. Toreceive updates from District and County Councillors. MA updated on Cuckstye. The Secretary

of State will be delivering the final say on the outcome of the CuckStye Appeal. Jerry Cripps will be
delivering a petition to Westminster on Wednesday. ASPC would like to wish Jerry Cripps well. MA
also touched on the hosepipe ban enforced on 20" July 2026, this is due to the Ardingly Reservoir
levels dropping to a level where the drought plan comes into force. The area has only received 55%
of it’s average rainfall since March. The District Plan in-combination testing has completed with 3
Major junctions flagged red, 9 in total flagged severe. Local Consultations commenced 27th July
and run until 7th September 2026, this is agenda point 7 for discussion. There is still no official
response on LGR, though the decision is expected no later than October 2026.

LL confirmed the final date for LGR is October with elections in May 2027. LL updated council on

various meetings she has held within the local area, specifically within the Parish at Staplefield to

discuss the water outage. LL strongly urged residents to report every outage. Amongst other

concerns raised in meetings within the area outside the parish were worries over the potential of a

traveller encampment in Whiteman’s Green and road safety. LL advised residents to again, report
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every incident, accident etc as when looking at road improvements, speed limit reductions, this is the

data they base their decision on. LL also advised council of the Fatal 5 initiative brought to WSCC by
the Police. They deal with things such as speeding, mobile phones and drink driving. If we have
concerns LL said we could get the Fatal 5 team involved.

RB said he cannot understand the suggested split being suggested for the new unitary which would
see Chichester join Horsham, Crawley and Mid Sussex rather than Arun, Adur and Worthing. He
advised that Parish and Town Councils need to start looking at where they are going to be in the

future.

ASPC asked RB to again look into the precept numbers which are affecting our budget. We have a

huge increase in planning applications but the precept has barely changed.

6. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the meeting.

DM/26/1725 13 Rocky Drive Ground floor rear extension to Comment: No objections
Haywards Heath provide open plan kitchen, living,
West Sussex RH16 and dining areas.
4WQ

DM/25/1050 Land Adj. To Barn Proposalto erect a single four- Comment: Objection still
Cottage Cuckfield bedroom house in land adjoining stands.
Road Ansty Barn Cottage (Amended plan
Haywards Heath received 20.07.26)

DM/26/1770 17 Buckeridge Way Proposed loft Conversion This is an Comment: No Comment
Haywards Heath application to establish whether the
West Sussex RH16 development is lawful. This will be a
4XQ legal decision where the planning

merits of the proposed use cannot
be taken into account.

7. Mid Sussex Planning Policy Consultations. ASPC agreed to send any comments they have to SS
and he will draft and submit a response on councils’ behalf.

8. Review/Adopt Policies. Council reviewed and ratified all the following policies with the condition
where appropriate, to add in for the clerk to report to the staff working group. Clerk to action and
upload to website.

8.1.
8.2.
8.3.
8.4.
8.5.
8.6.
8.7.

Home Working Policy.
Lone Working Policy.
Complaints Procedure.
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme.
Health and Safety Policy.
Disciplinary Policy,
Emergency Dependants Leave Policy.
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9. Finance

9.1. Monthly finances - the financial statement including the schedule of payments, the receipts and

bank statements were agreed and signed off by NH and CL. BW did the bank reconciliation with the
clerk the previous week and signed this off.
9.2. Payments approved since last meeting. None
9.3. Quarterly Budget Update. This was previously circulated to councillors with everything on track

apart from the pavilion. The costs have increased since the current budget was approved due to the

need to putin place the new bin collections since the 123 rollout and an increase in cleaning costs.
These increases will be reflected in next years budget.

10. CGR - SS updated Council on the recent CGR meeting. CGR working group meeting notes have been

circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting and will be uploaded to the website. Clerk to send

out the budget for councillors to email in their suggestions for where cuts or increases to income can

potentially be made.

11. Brook Street
11.1. TRO for Bus Stop — Council agreed to apply for a Community Highway Scheme to re-instate the
bus stops in Brook Street. LL gave her full support and said she would discuss with NH and SA as
there may be other avenues we can look at. SA and NH to action.

12.Clerks Hours - CILCA as from September, discuss and agree if appropriate anincrease by 5
hours per week as previously discussed. It was agreed that although part of the clerk’s contract
and necessary to get GPoC back, with the looming budget deficit, this would not be a good time to
start this. It was agreed to move the intake to a later date to allow the budget discussions to take
place first. Clerk to action.

13. Local Publications. Council agreed that BW should write a piece about village cricket, incorporating
Ansty CC as a Beacon of Excellence and the endeavours of the clubs that play at Staplefield. This will

be posted in the Cuckfield Life publication.
14. Meetings attended.

14.1. Alison Bennett MP (AB) - NH, CL and SS went to a meeting, along with a couple of other parish
councils, held in Warlinglid. This was part of a series of meetings AB has been holding locally to

discuss issues facing parish councils. Planning, water, transport, mobile phone signals and internet

signal were all topics that have been discussed through these sessions. AB advised she has had
several meetings with the water companies but was no closer to being advised of their plan.

15. Confirm date and place of next meeting — Monday 14" September, Ashenground Community
Centre, 7.30pm.

Meeting ended at 8.53pm.

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting.
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