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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 9th June 2025.   
 

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE), Jon Gilley (JG), Candida Lewis (CL) Mandi 
Graves (MG), Crispin Salimbeni (CS), Amanda Saunders (AS), Heinrich Schmidt (HS), Simon Stokes 

(SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).   
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), Cllr Malcolm Avery (MA), 

WSCC Cllr Pete Bradbury (PB), and 1 MoP. 

Meeting Started at 7.32pm 

1. To receive apologies for absence. Maria Fielding (MF) and Nuala Hampshire (NH). 
 

2. Public Session. 
No comments from the public.   
 

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. CS declared an interest in item 7, 
planning application DM/25/1305. 
 

4. To agree the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 12th May 2025. The 
minutes were agreed and signed by SS. 

 
5. To receive updates from District and County Councillors. MA noted his disappointment and 

frustration on the news that the planning inspectorate is considering failing the District Plan.  He 
said he cannot understand why it is being rejected and MSDC are minded to take legal action.  
However, at the moment they are in limbo as it has to be rejected before there can be a judicial 
review and the letter rejecting it has yet to be accepted.  MA also noted that he was at the 
Boundary Review meeting and that there were calls for it to be halted due to timing.  Pete 
Bradbury said he had asked for an immediate stop due to Local Government Reform. 
PB noted that the road works to widen Cedar Avenue had started.  The clerk had copied him into 
an email regarding damage to the common from works vehicles parked there last summer 
which he said he would look into.  PB updated Council on how the unitary will be divided up in 
terms of responsibility with West Sussex being the accountable body and to account for spend 
to public money, East Sussex will be responsible for governance and Brighton Hove the Mayor 
and elections.  PB also re-iterated the timeline for the reform leading up to May 2028 when the 
district and county councils will be formally dissolved and the unitary takes over. Working 
groups are already being formed.  PB mentioned the New England Wood Extension Project 
which is parkland between Cuckfield and Ansty.  Land to the north has become available and a 
group has been formed in an attempt to purchase it.  PB noted decisions coming up such as the 
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contract for Brookleigh new school and the Orchard House contract.  PB also advised that 
extensive resurfacing is taking place. 

 
6. District Plan – update.  This was discussed by Councillors, see item 5. 

 
7. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the 

meeting. 
 DM/25/1305. The Old Woodyard, Slaugham Road, Staplefield. RH17 6AP. Adaption of the 

approved fenstration to increase the size of the glazing. Addition of 4 Velux rooflights. 
Comment: No objections. 

 DM/25/1376.  1 Highfields, Brighton Road, Warninglid, West Sussex. RH17 5SY. Variation of 
condition no 17 of planning application DM/24/0901 - to make minor alterations to the 
elevations whilst not increasing the overall footprint or area of the 2 new dwellings. 
Comment: No Objections. 

 DM/25/0855. Great Thorndean Barn Slough Green Lane Warninglid Haywards Heath. 
Proposed insertion of 3 rooflights in southern roof slope. Comment: No Objections. 

 DM/23/2866 and DM/23/2867. Land East of Ansty Way Cuckfield Bypass Cuckfield West 
Sussex.  SS updated council that some amendments have been made including the removal 
of a cycle path through ancient woodland, the slight movement of a couple of roundabouts 
and putting in some flood risks. Comment: It was resolved by council to put a holding 
objection in whilst a letter is compiled by Steve Tilbury to send.  This will be at a cost of £450 
and this has been discussed by SS with Cuckfield PC and suggested to send from both 
councils and split the cost 50/50. Council agreed and approved the spend of £225 for the 
objection letter. 

 DM/25/1448. Eldridge Vale Caravan Park, Valebridge Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex. 
Discharge of condition No: 2 relating to planning application DM/22/1359. Comment: 
Council require more time to look into and discuss this application.  Clerk to request more 
time. 

 DM/25/1422. Red House, Cuckfield Road, Staplefield, Haywards Heath. Loft conversion and 
two-storey and single-storey rear extensions to the existing detached house with a garden 
room extension to the existing garage; associated landscape and drainage alterations to 
incorporate a new outdoor pool. Comment: No Objections. 

 AP/23/0001 and EF/22/0017.  It was agreed at the last meeting that an objection letter would 
be sent regarding this decision.  A letter has been drafted by council and 
comments/amendments discussed.  BB noted that, according to the letter sent with the 
decision notice, the decision had been made therefore the next step would be to challenge 
with legal proceedings.  It was agreed that this wouldn’t be the councils next step, however 
they would still like their objections noted.  Amendments to be made and SA to send to the 
inspectorate. 
 

8. Internal Audit. The clerk had previously circulated the auditors report to councillors.  Council 
noted the report and the clerk highlighted that the auditor had marked that payments were not 
paid correctly due to councillors going against clerks’ advice and taking their allowance as a 
payment rather than through PAYE. No further actions were raised following the previous interim 
audit. 
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9. AGAR. 
 
 To consider and approve the Annual Governance Statement for the financial year.  

With the exception of box 3 which was answered No and box 9 which was answered N/A, 
the council answered yes to the Annual Governance Statements.  The Council 
APPROVED the annual governance statement and this was signed as required by the 
Chair and Clerk.  It was also agreed to send an explanation to the external auditor 
regarding Box 3. 

 To approve the Accounting Statements for the financial year ending 31.03.2025. The 
Council APPROVED the accounting statements which had been previously signed by the 
Clerk and was signed by the Chair. 

 To confirm the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights. The dates for the 
period of the exercise of public rights of 11.06.25 to 22.07.25 were APPROVED. 
 

10. Email Hosting – update. – HS and the Clerk updated council on the move of council emails 
from Vision ICT to our website host Hugo Fox.  This also includes the domain name hosting.  HS 
had gone through all the issues we have with our current provider and they assured him that 
these wouldn’t be problems with Hugo Fox.  The changeover will take a couple of weeks and HS 
will send out instructions on how to transfer and upload to other apps such as outlook.   
 

11. Assets of Community Value. SS and the clerk advised council that the assets of community 
value status only lasts 5 years and the Jolly Tanners and The Victory Inn ones expire in 
September this year.  BW asked for the Ansty Village Centre to also be added.  HS asked if 
anything other than buildings can be added, which he was advised it could be, and queried the 
playpark on the Rocky Lane site.  This is currently owned by the management company for the 
new development.  It was resolved to renew the 2 existing and add the AVC. Clerk to action. HS 
to look into the playpark situation. 

 
12. Land Ownership – Ansty & Brook Street. SS updated council on his discussions with land 

registry.  The 2 plots of land in question are the area in Brook Street, known as the Village Green, 
on which the Parish Council’s sign stands and the area in Ansty, also known as the Village 
Green, again on which the council’s noticeboard and sign stands.  Both areas of land have been 
maintained by the council for some years.  The advice given was that we would need to provide 
evidence that we have maintained the land for at least 10 years and there would be a cost of 
£169 per plot, plus a registration fee of between £20 and £40.  This could increase slightly 
depending on the value of the land.  This would give the council provisional ownership and after 
10 years the ownership is made permanent.  Council resolved to proceed with this and agreed 
a spend of up to £500 to allow for this. 
 

13. Noticeboard update. The clerk updated council that she had contacted Elizabeth Lancaster 
(EL) with all the details regarding the request for S106 money for the noticeboard.  EL had 
responded in the last day or 2 requesting further information which the clerk will action. 
 

14. Working groups – update with new councillors. It was resolved to add CE, CL and SS to the 
Staplefield Working Group. 

 
15. Ansty – Cricket. BW updated council on an incident with a cricket ball nearly hitting a young 

child after being hit into their garden.  Councillors were very concerned about this and BW 
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advised he has been liaising with the AVC regarding this.  They have agreed to take certain steps 
to resolve this such as putting up nets, doing risk assessments to work out the trajectory of the 
balls and they have moved the square.  Council are taking this matter very seriously and it was 
agreed that BW would continue to monitor the situation and ensure measures are taken to 
minimise risk. 
 

16. Staplefield. 
 Tarpaulin for pitch – Hindu Unity CC have asked if they can purchase covers for the 

square which can be stored in the storage benches when not in use.  Council have 
agreed that they have no issues with this providing it doesn’t cause problems for the 
groundsman and increase workload/cost.  SA to investigate and it was resolved that this 
could go ahead, providing ID Verde are happy with it. 
 

 Update on Land outside The Victory Inn.  The clerk update council that despite several 
emails to the pub and Enterprise Inns, she has still yet to have a response.  The clerk 
printed everything oƯ, including all emails, license update and posted recorded delivery 
with a covering letter to Enterprise Inns with whom the license agreement is in place. It 
was received and signed for on 6th June. The letter gave 5 working days to respond, this is 
on top of the 7 working days previously given.  It was agreed that the clerk would contact 
the insurance company for advice on the next steps and would also pass on contact 
details to CE and he would attempt to call them. 
 

 Highways.  As noted above in item 5, the clerk has received an email from highways 
stating that they don’t feel there is any damage to the common from the works vehicles 
last year that wasn’t already there.  The clerk has sent before and after photos, advising 
that the council should not have to pay for the repairs and permission was never given for 
these vehicles to park on the common. She also noted there is a big diƯerence between 
cars and commercial works vehicles being parked on verges.  This has caused a lot of 
damage.  PB to look into. 

 
 Drainage – Pavilion. It was reported that a very strong smell of sewage was emanating 

from a crack in the concrete by the pavilion on the day of the fete.  This lingered for 
several days after.  The Clerk asked Dyno Rod to attend, however the day they attended, 
the smell had gone and they couldn’t find any issues.  It was agreed for the clerk to call 
them straight out if it happens again. 

 
 Working Group Meeting – date. Councillors struggled to find a date suitable so will 

arrange via email. 
 
17. Finance 

 Monthly finances - the financial statement including the schedule of payments, the 
receipts and bank reconciliation were approved by council and signed by CS and HS. 

 Payments approved since last meeting – it was noted that the 2 prior approved 
payments for Chris Nye were paid between the meetings and overtime for the clerk was 
approved by the Chair to cover work for the audit, agar and other urgent work.  
 

18. Meetings Attended 
 Community Governance Review – A boundary review is underway to remove the Rocky 
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Lane developments from the Parish of Ansty and Staplefield and move them to Haywards 
Heath town council. The clerk had previously updated council on a meeting she was 
asked to attend on 22nd May and sent out a timeline of proceedings.  Council feel that this 
is very much the decision of the residents of the Rocky Lane but also noted the 
enormous impact this would have financially on ASPC.  The first public consultation 
period started today (9th June) with an email coming in from MSDC advising of this at 
6.20pm today.  MSDC advised at the meeting that they would send ASPC a copy of the 
leaflet they intend to send out to the households on Rocky Lane that will be aƯected, this 
has yet to be received.  The deadline for the first public consultation is 8th August and it 
was agreed to put something on our website and social media platforms advising 
parishioners of this review.  SS to draft and send out to councillors for approval.  Clerk 
then to action.  
 

19. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda. None noted. 
 

20. Confirm date and place of next meeting. 14th July, Whiteman’s Green Sports Centre. 
Meeting ended at 9.04pm. 
 
These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 
 

Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council 

Listing of  transactions dated between 13/05/2025 and 31/03/2026 

 

Voucher Date Description Type Supplier / customer Account name Net VAT Total 

621 21/05/2025 Brook St sign repair Payment Screwed and Glued Boards, signs, shelters -270.00 0.00 -270.00 

622 21/05/2025 Balustrade and bench repair Payment Screwed and Glued Staplefield Pavilion -170.00 0.00 -170.00 

623 20/05/2025 May 0625-02 Receipt Hindu Unity Cricket Club Cricket 240.00 0.00 240.00 

626 09/06/2025 May 31st Match Receipt Crawley Superkings CC Cricket 120.00 0.00 120.00 

627 02/06/2025 May Matches Receipt Jolly Tanner Cricket Club Cricket 160.00 0.00 160.00 

628 27/05/2025 Village Fete 2025 Receipt Staplefield Village Fete Common 150.00 0.00 150.00 

624 21/05/2025 024793 Payment CPRE Subscriptions -60.00 0.00 -60.00 

629 09/06/2025 Post for EI Group Letter Payment Sarah Abellan Clerk's Expenses -2.77 0.00 -2.77 

630 09/06/2025 Audit refreshments Payment Sarah Abellan Clerk's Expenses -7.45 0.00 -7.45 

631 09/06/2025 Toilet rolls Payment Sarah Abellan Staplefield Pavilion -4.00 0.00 -4.00 

632 08/06/2025 KI-9DF4CC14-0016 Payment EDF Energy Staplefield Pavilion -23.81 -1.19 -25.00 

633 09/06/2025 EoY Audit 25 Payment Mulberry and Co Audit -197.20 -39.44 -236.64 

634 09/06/2025 IT Support July Payment Wessex IT Equipment and software -30.67 -6.13 -36.80 

635 09/06/2025 Cleaner May 25 Payment Astrid Hardy Staplefield Pavilion -105.00 0.00 -105.00 

636 09/06/2025 May charges Payment Unity Trust Bank Charges -7.95 0.00 -7.95 

637 09/06/2025 Lock and latch for pavilion Payment Sarah Abellan Staplefield Pavilion -7.99 -1.60 -9.59 

638 09/06/2025 Vacuum Cleaner Payment Sarah Abellan Staplefield Pavilion -107.50 -21.50 -129.00 

639 09/06/2025 June FC meeting 6688 Payment Ashenground Community Centre Room Bookings -32.24 0.00 -32.24 

640 20/05/2025 May bill - final Payment O2 Equipment and software -6.00 -1.20 -7.20 

641 17/06/2025 Water May 25 10006615539 Payment Castle Water Staplefield Pavilion -41.26 0.00 -41.26 

642 09/06/2025 May 25 8001841721 Payment WSCC staff salaries and on costs -3,636.65 0.00 -3,636.65 

643 09/06/2025 June Mileage Payment Sarah Abellan Clerk's Expenses -18.32 0.00 -18.32 

644 09/06/2025 Mobile Phone May June 93437-0 Payment Plan.com Equipment and software -39.75 -7.95 -47.70 

645 13/06/2025 Emails Payment Hugofox Ltd Equipment and software -24.99 -5.00 -29.99 

646 09/06/2025 Sids Battery Ansty Payment Westcotec Ltd Boards, signs, shelters -91.50 -18.30 -109.80 


