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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

Ashenground Community Centre on Monday 8th September 2025. 
 

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE), Maria Fielding (MF), Jon Gilley (JG), Nuala 
Hampshire (NH), Candida Lewis (CL) Mandi Graves (MG), Crispin Salimbeni (CS), Amanda 
Saunders (AS), Heinrich Schmidt (HS), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).   
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), Cllr Malcolm Avery (MA). 
 
Meeting Started at 7.30pm. 

NH arrived at 7.31pm. 

1. To receive apologies for absence. None 
 

MF arrived at 7.34pm 
 

2. Public Session.  3 MoP’s attended. 
 

2.1. 1 Member of the public attended requesting further information on the closure footpath 
104CR and when this would be open as it is a very well used footpath with no alternative.  
AS oƯered to contact WSCC on her behalf to ask for this to be done urgently and for a 
possible end date. 

2.2. 2 MoP’s attended to put forward a proposal for a community orchard in Staplefield.  They 
presented a document (pre-sent to councillors) outlining the land they require and how it 
would work. They advised there would ne no cost to the council, all trees would be donated 
and maintained by themselves. 

 
 Staplefield - Apple Trees 

  (Item 9.1 brought forward to be discussed with the public in attendance). It was agreed in 
principal to support the idea of a community orchard, however the legalities of setting this up 
on common land would need to be checked.  It would also need to be added to the council’s 
tree survey.  Clerk to action and report back. 

 
All 3 MoPs left    
 
3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda.  CS declared a non-prejudicial 

interest in application DM/25/1305 and CS and MF declared in interest in item 9.2, Village Hall - 
OƯice 
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4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th August 2025. The minutes 
were agreed and signed by the Chair. 

 
5. To receive updates from District and County Councillors.  MA gave an update on devolution 

and discussed the MSDC survey that was sent out, Shaping West Sussex.  He advised there are 
some issues at MSDC as people are leaving which is causing some services to be disrupted.  He 
advised the meeting happening on 24th September should see a decision being made as to how 
the unitary will look.  RB advised that it appears the new mayor will have responsibility for 
highways and that the new unitary will be an opportunity for Parish & Town Councils to promote 
themselves and get involved.  MF asked what was happening with the local district plan and 
housing numbers.  RB advised that with the August break not much had been happening at 
District level.  BW asked if RB and MA were satisfied that Judy Holmes and Katherine Hall had 
done everything they could and MA said there are negotiations ongoing, however after 
devolution, the district plan will still exist as the issues with the plan were the numbers and not 
the plan itself.  RB said this was because not only were we meant to hand over the numbers but 
also the sites where they were meant to be. 
 

M.o.P entered the room at 8.10pm. 
 

6. CGR. SS asked the district councillors to remain in the meeting for this item.  SS updated the 
district councillors on the content of the scrutiny meeting held Wednesday 3rd September.  The 
content of this meeting was not only considered by Ansty & Staplefield Parish Council (ASPC) to 
be derogatory towards ASPC, but also defamatory towards the Parish Clerk.  The Clerk and 
Chair have both written to the MO and Director of MSDC with a formal complaint regarding the 
comments made by Cllr Marsh towards the Clerk. Council agreed to also put in a formal 
complaint with regards to comments made by councillors towards the Council and Clerk.  The 
district councillors advised that they have not viewed the meeting, however would do so and 
would support ASPC in their complaint. 
 
MA left the meeting. 
 

7. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the 
meeting. 

DM/25/1305. The Old Woodyard, Slaugham Road, Staplefield. RH17 6AP. Adaption of the 
approved fenestration to increase the size of the glazing. Addition of 4 velux rooflights. 
Comment: No Objections. 
DM/25/2149. Land To R/O Keepers, Valebridge Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex. 
Construction of 1 no. house with attached garage. Comment: Not in our Parish. 
DM/25/2143. Car Parking Area Adj To The Old Stable Block, Borde Hill Garden, Borde Hill 
Lane. Provision of a new UKPN GRP substation This is an application to establish whether 
the development is lawful. This will be a legal decision where the planning merits of the 
proposed use cannot be taken into account. Comment: No Objections. 
DM/25/1996. 5 The Holt, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 4XR. Proposed front ground 
floor extension to extend the existing garage. Side first floor extension over the existing 
garage and utility room. Hip-to-gable loft conversion with dormers containing juliette 
balconies, to both front and rear elevations. Comment:  Council would like to know the 
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parking standard requirements stated by MSDC.  If it meets requirements, Council have 
no objection.  If it does not, Council to object.  SA to action. 
DM/25/2064. Stable Block, Borde Hill Garden, Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath. Variation of 
condition 2 of planning application DM/23/3210 - to allow amendments to the plant room.  
Comment: No Objections. 
DM/25/2095. Stable Block, Borde Hill Garden, Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath. Non 
material amendment to planning application. DM/23/3210 - Change to the approved 
application.  Description to omit the reference to amended plans in brackets. Comment: No 
Objections. 
DM/25/2091. Chideok, Valebridge Road, Burgess Hill,  West Sussex. Construction of a single 
storey, flat roofed, rear extension together with 3 no. hip to gable extensions to the sides and 
rear of the existing property. This is an application to establish whether the development is 
lawful. This will be a legal decision where the planning merits of the proposed use cannot be 
taken into account. Comment: Not in our Parish. 
DM/25/2071. Land to rear of Chideok, Valebridge Road, Burgess Hill,  West Sussex. 
Construction of 2 no houses with detached garages. Comment: Not in our Parish. 
DM/25/2008. 31 Pullman Avenue Haywards Heath West Sussex RH16 4XB. Proposed 
conversion of garage into habitable space alongside replacement of front facing garage door 
with matching window. Comment:  Council would like to know the parking standard 
requirements stated by MSDC.  If it meets requirements, Council have no objection.  If 
it does not, Council to object.  SA to action. 
DM/25/2243. Ousedale, Brook Street, Cuckfield, Haywards Heath.  Two storey bay structure 
and 2 no. dormer windows to front elevation, two storey rear extension.  Comment: No 
Objections. 

 

8. Staplefield. 
8.1. Apple Trees – See agenda item 3. 
8.2. Village Hall – OƯice – SS and SA had been to view an upstairs oƯice at Staplefield Village 

Hall.  This space has been oƯered at a rent of £350 to ASPC to use as an oƯice space with 
sole use.  SS advised this is one of 4 options that they have been looking into.  It was agreed 
that Council needed the following, an oƯicial address, post box, storage for confidential files 
and somewhere for the clerk to work/meet.  AS asked if this could be part of the pavilion 
refurb and SA advised that was one option they were looking at.  It was agreed the most 
urgent was an address and storage.  Clerk to look into costs of secure storage and a PO Box 
and report back. Item moved to the next full council meeting. 

8.3. Play Park – Update on refurb and maintenance.  SA advised that she has now received 
several quotes and due to some changes in councils’ requirements, ie going with the lay of 
the land rather than building up, some were being re-quoted and others having tweaks made.  
However SA advised that she felt they were nearly at the point where council could make a 
decision and this would be moved on to the next meeting. 

8.4. Pavilion – Update on roller, sight screens, fete items and refurb. – All fete items being stored 
inside the pavilion have now been removed from site, satisfying our insurance requirements.  
The Roller and sight screens have still not been insured despite many weeks of trying to get 
this sorted.  It was agreed that this needed to be resolved by this Friday or the items removed 
from site.  SA to action.  The clerk also updated on the refurb quotes, advising that she has so 
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far failed to get quotes due companies either not responding or withdrawing.  SA has a few 
more meetings lined up with builders, MF suggested using a carpenter and SA also advised it 
had been suggested she consult a shopfitter.  SA to look at these alternatives. 

8.5. Tree Survey – The tree survey has been completed and the clerk is waiting for a date to be 
shown around by the surveyor as it has flagged up several issues.  The clerk also to obtain 3 
quotes for the works to be completed. 

8.6. Enterprise Inns License Agreement – CE updated council that he had now had contact from 
Richard Sherrif who advised it is his responsibility.  CE sent him a list of our requirements 
and will update next month when he will hopefully have received everything requested. 

 
9. Rocky Lane Noticeboard. The noticeboard is now in place and MG has a set of keys to add the 

minutes and agenda’s. 
 

10. Remembrance Wreaths and attendance. It was agreed that a member of council would 
attend and council approved a spend of up to £40 to purchase a wreath. 

 
11. Consider a agree a vexatious policy and Complaints Procedure.  Council resolved to adopt 

the vexatious policy and complaints procedure previous circulated by the Clerk.  SA to action. 
 

12. Finance. 
 

12.1. Monthly finances - Councillors agreed the financial statement including the schedule of 
payments, the receipts, bank statements and bank reconciliation.  Signed oƯ by NH and BW. 

12.2. Payments approved since last meeting. None. 
12.3. Insurance – The Clerk advised that the insurance is due for renewal before the next meeting.  

She is currently obtaining 3 quotes as per SO’s, however she advised there were some incorrect 
statements in our current schedule so once addressed, this may increase the quotes.  Council 
approved a spend of up to £2500 to renew the insurance and cover these corrections. 

 
13. Interim Audit. Booked for 24th September, 11am. 

 
14. Local Publications. SS to draft an item for the Cuckfield Life and Common Interests magazines 

regarding the CGR and possibly LGR/Devolution. 
 

15. SIDS Training – NH and SA will attend a zoom training session w/c 15th September to learn how 
to analyse the SIDS data. 
 

16. Meetings Attended/Attending. 
16.1. Police Meeting – Cllr’s SS, JG, BB, MG and the Clerk attended a meeting with Sergeant 

Anthony Bentham to discuss speeding and anti-social driving.  Sergeant Bentham advised 
reporting all issues and explained the diƯiculties with mobile speed cameras and the reason 
they are often in the same place is due to health and safety assessments. 

 
17. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda.  

17.1. Veteran Car Run 2nd November 2025 
17.2. HS requested again that Rocky Lane developments be added to the grit list with WSCC.  SA 

advised she would ask again, however WSCC had advised it was down to the developer to 
provide the grit.  HS said they could provide but not distribute. 
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17.3. Winter preparedness to be added to the next agenda. 
 

18. Confirm date and place of next meeting. 7.30pm, Monday 13th October at Whiteman’s Green 
Sports Club. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

 

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 


