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ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

Ansty Sports & Social Club on Monday 8th June 2026. 

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Maria Fielding (MF) Jon Gilley (JG), Nuala Hampshire (NH), 
Candida Lewis (CL), Heinrich Schmidt (HS), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).   
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), MSDC Cllr Malcolm Avery (MA), MSDC Cllr Jim Knight (JK), 
WSCC Cllr Lauren Lloyd (LL), MSDC Cllr Richard Bates (RB), 1 MoP. 
 
Meeting Started at 7.30pm. 

1. To receive apologies for absence.  Chris East (CE), Mandi Graves (MG), Crispin Salimbeni (CS), 
Amanda Saunders (AS),  
 

2. Public Session. No public speakers in attendance. 
 
3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. None noted. 

 
4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026. Minutes were 

agreed by full council and the chair signed the minutes from 11th May 2026. 
 
MF entered at 7.31pm 
BB entered at 7.35pm 

 
5. To receive updates from District and County Councillors. Cllr Lauren Lloyd introduced herself and 

gave a brief update on what she was doing to raise her profile as a newly elected member of WSCC.  
Cllr’s Jim Knight and Malcolm Avery both touched in the Cuckstye appeal hearing beginning 
tomorrow, 9th June.  Cllr Richard Bates advised the dates for the District plan examination were 
looking at 27th July – 7th September 2026.  He noted some footpaths that he had been trying to get 
looked into by the town council, LL took details and agreed to look into.  BW questioned whether in 
their opinion, councillors thought that if Cuckstye was rejected at the appeal, whether it could then 
potentially become part of the district plan.  They didn’t believe so. 

 

6. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the meeting. 
 

DM/26/1207 Land Adjacent To 2 
West Gate Cottages 
Cuckfield Road 
Staplefield Haywards 
Heath 

Land Adjacent To 2 West Gate Cottages 
Cuckfield Road Staplefield Haywards 
Heath 

Comment: No comments as this is 
an ASPC application for tree work. 
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AP/26/0017 Land East Of Ansty 
Cuckfield Bypass 
Cuckfield West 
Sussex 

Outline planning application (All matters 
reserved except for access) for the 
redevelopment of land to the east of Ansty 
to create a new Garden Community, 
comprising of the erection of up to 1,450 
homes (including 30% aƯordable housing), 
up to 90 residential care units (C2 class), a 
primary school, a SEND school, health hub, 
sports facilities including all weather 
hockey pitches and tennis centre, 
allotments, retail, community and 
employment uses together with ancillary 
and associated development including new 
and enhanced pedestrian/cycle routes, 
open spaces, and landscaping. 

Comment: No further Comments, 
objection still stands 

RB left at 7.52pm 

MA and JK left at 7.54pm 

7. Finance 
7.1. Monthly finances - The financial statement including the schedule of payments, the receipts, 

bank statements and bank reconciliation were checked and agreed by Council.  Payments were 
signed oƯ by NH and BW. 

7.2. Payments approved since last meeting - None 
 

8. Staplefield 
8.1. Playpark post installation inspection – The report was circulated to councillors prior to the 

meeting. 
8.2. Quote to repair urinals – The quote was higher than expected and it was agreed to obtain 2 

further quotes.  MF questioned if council should be giving discounted rates to users as we cannot 
provide urinals.  It was agreed this would not be the case as we provide 2 toilets which is adequate 
for the size of the property.  It was also questioned if we received a complaint about tripping on the 
front step at the village fete.  The clerk advised she had received a phone call and when 
questioned why they didn’t use the disabled access at the back, the MoP said they thought it was 
blocked by the Portaloo’s.  The risk assessors advised that having a disabled access alongside the 
front step was adequate but it was agreed to obtain a quote to look at the cost of adding in a 
second step. 

8.3. The Victory Inn License Agreement – This was circulated between meetings as it needed to be 
sent out due to new tenants taking on the pub and the current license expiring.  It was agreed by 
council to raise the fee to £1525.  The tenants have requested that they put parasols on the tables 
and move the oil drums and lights onto the grassed area for safety reasons on the condition they 
move them oƯ in the autumn, as per the license agreement.  Council approved this and noted 
how pleased they were to see the pub back in use. 
 

9. Local Publications – BW said he could submit a piece to the next edition of Cuckfield Life on the park 
opening so it was agreed to finalise a date of around 18th June. Clerk to organise. 
 

10. Meetings attended – Not a meeting but JG and BW advised they both attended the funeral of Owen 
Travis. 
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11. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda. NH requested that the slip road to 
Sparks Lane be on the next agenda.  MF asked if the potholes were being repaired at the entrance to 
Tanyard Lane, the clerk advised she has been on leave and has yet to look into it. 

 
12. Confirm date and place of next meeting. Monday 13th July at 7.30pm, Ansty Sports and Social Club. 
 

Meeting finished at 8.04pm. 

 

 

Minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting. 
 


