ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at
Ansty Sports Club on Monday 13t July 2026.

Members present: Bob Birthwright (BB), Chris East (CE), Maria Fielding (MF) Mandi Graves (MG), Nuala
Hampshire (NH), Amanda Saunders (AS), Simon Stokes (SS) (Chair) and Brad Williams (BW).
Also present: Sarah Abellan (SA) (Clerk), Malcolm Avery (MA), Richard Bates and 1 MoP.

Meeting Started at 7.30pm.

The Chair opened the meeting.

1. Toreceive apologies for absence. Jon Gilley (JG), Candida Lewis (CL), Crispin Salimbeni (CS) and
Heinrich Schmidt (HS).

2. Public Session.
No MoP’s wished to speak.

3. Toreceive declarations of interest in items on the agenda. CE declared an interest in planning
application DM/26/0454 and MG declared an interest in planning application DM/26/1407.

4. To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8" June 2026. Minutes were
agreed by full council and the chair signed the minutes from 8™ June 2026.

5. Toreceive updates from District and County Councillors. MA advised MSDC are putting further
information together at the request of the planning inspector. The Cuckstye hearing has finished and
been sent off to the Secretary of State. RB noted that there are lots of planning applications coming
in therefore the planning issues will continue. The next planning meeting is being held Thursday 16"
July.

6. To consider the following planning applications and any others that arrive before the meeting.

DM/26/1103 | Merrybrook Provision of 24 solar panel array on garage Comment: No Objections.
Broxmead Lane south facing front roof slope and no higher
Bolney Haywards | than the ridge line.
Heath
DM/26/1407 | Parklands House T6 - Yew. Cut back to give 2 metres Comment: refer to the
MG left the Cedar Avenue clearance from building. Crown lift to 4 arboriculturalist
metres
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room for this
item.

West Sussex

cycle parking, landscaping, drainage, and
associated infrastructure and highway
works. (amended plans received
25/06/2026 showing revised layout,
reduction in the number of units to 33 and
new footway on A272.)

room forthis | Haywards Heath
item West Sussex
DM/26/1195 | The Lodge 10 Proposed detached 3 bedroom single storey | Comment: Council object as itis
Highfields dwelling with cycle storage and onsite outside the builtup area and in
Brighton Road parking for two vehicles. AONB.
Warninglid
DM/26/1315 | Land West Of Proposed 49 new homes together with open | Comment: Council Objectas it is
Gatesmead, space and associated infrastructure. notin the neighbourhood plan, in
Wickham Way, AONB and there are concerns over
S106 money for Brook Street Ward
Haywards Heath, access.
West Sussex
DM/25/3129 | Land At Borde Hill | Outline planning application for the erection | Comment: Council continue to
Lane Haywards of up to 117 dwellings, together with the lodge their objection to this
Heath West provision of landscaping, open space, and | development as noted in our
Sussex associated development works, with access | previous correspondence. Itisinthe
from Balcombe Road. All matters reserved | setting of the national landscape,
except for access. (Amended plans and there are safety issues with people
supporting statements received 15th April | walking to and from the development
reducing the number of proposed dwellings | as there is no footpath, therefore
to up 117 and reducing the size of the access is unsafe, the development
proposed roundabout). (Additional ecology | lacks infrastructure and sustainable
information received 19/05/2026). transport methods for walkers and
(Additional highways information received | cyclists, it will cause significant
12/06/2026) disruption to replace a 6-year-old
roundabout with a new one the 6m
height increase means it will
overlook people’s houses and
gardens. The allocated plan was for
only 60 houses not 117. NHto speak
on Thursday at the hearing to oppose
the development with the full
backing of ASPC.
DM/26/0454 | Land Parcel At Proposed erection of 33 new homes with Comment: No objections as
Bolney Road Ansty access from Marwick Close, vehicle and previously submitted.
CE left the

7. Cuckstye - SS updated council on the hearing that took place at MSDC offices from the 9th to the
18" June. On the third day the appeal was recovered by the Secretary of State who will now make the
final decision although this will take into account the Inspector's recommendation. Andy Burton
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(Chair Cuckfield PC) and SS will be meeting with Alison Bennett MP to request that she meets with
the minister in advance of a final decision being made. This meeting is scheduled for Friday 17th July.
8. Finance
8.1. Monthly finances - The financial statement including the schedule of payments, the receipts,
bank statements and bank reconciliation were agreed by council and signed off by NH and BW.
8.2. Payments approved since last meeting. None.
8.3. Banking - The mandate to add Cllr Lewis as an authorised signatory was agreed and signed.

9. CGR-HHTC have offered 2 items for ASPC as part of the Rocky Lane compensation for loss of
precept due to the boundary review.

9.1. Office —This is subjectto MSDC giving approval to HHTC to offer this space to ASPC. Council
agreed to accept this offer subject to approval by MSDC.

9.2. Meeting Room - Council would like to continue discussions on this as they like to hold meetings
within their parishes.

Council would like to continue discussions to see what further assistance can be offered by HHTC to

counteract the significant loss of precept ASPC will suffer once HHTC adopt the Rocky Lane Wards.

SA to follow up.

SS reminded councillors that he has tried to organise a working group meeting to discuss the CGR’s

financial impact on ASPC, and what could be done to mitigate the damage and increase income.

Another date would be sent out.

10. Brook Street
10.1. Layby — NH and SA to meet with Andy Tuck from WSCC highways to discuss what can be done
with some of the issues surrounding parking etc.

11. Staplefield

11.1. Playpark Opening - SS updated council on a very successful park opening with many children
from St Marks C of E school in attendance despite the wet weather. The park was officially opened
by SS and the pupil from St Marks who designed the new sign for the playpark. SS got to meet the
very generous resident who donated money towards the project and was pleased he was able to
thank him in person on behalf of the council.

11.2. Request for use of common to park cars - It was agreed that the common should not be parked
on at this time of year due to the damage the vehicles would cause and to recommend they contact
both pubs in the village and Haywards Heath Rugby Club to see if they can accommodate them. SA
to action.

11.3. Pavilion urinals quote — Council approved the quote of £822.29 to fix the urinals in the men’s
toilet at the pavilion. The lady’s toilet seat has also broken and a tap in the men’s toilet. SAto look at
getting these fixed at the same time.

11.4. Urgent tree work

11.4.1. Review and approve quotes — Council approved the quote to fell the ash tree on the
common but have requested additional quotes. SA to action. The Oak tree has had conflicting
advice so SA to contact the tree officer at MSDC and ask for her opinion. It was agreed to go with
her advice.

11.4.2. Consider and agree if a tree replacement programme should be adopted - MF said she
felt that this would be too expensive and council agreed that this should not be adopted at this
time. SA advised there are some grants that could be available so it was agreed that although this
would not currently be adopted, it was worth continuing to investigate.

11.5. Quote to repair bus Shelter - it was agreed to proceed at a maximum spend of £200.
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12. Clerks Update:

12.1.

12.2.

12.3.
12.4.

12.5.

12.6.

12.7.

12.8.

Rubbish Collection — Some Staplefield residents not had bins collected and Cllr Marsh and the
clerk had supported the residents in trying to resolve this.
The clerk has been supporting a resident who has been very concerned that a dead tree may fall

onto her property. Although not ASPC land, the resident has exhausted every avenue. A
neighbouring resident has now very kindly put in an emergency application to cut the tree under
riparian law.

Additional step at the pavilion - still obtaining quotes.

Salary’s - WSCC have not taken these direct debits from the ASPC bank account since the
February salary/oncosts. They believe they have now resolved the issue so have taken all
outstanding invoices at once, including street lighting and this will be reflected in next months
financial statements. The quarterly budget report has been put on hold because of this and will be
presented next month.

SA has obtained several quotes to deal with the potholes by the noticeboard and repair the layby
next to the pavilion, all of which are very high. WSCC are now looking at repairing the potholes and
providing us with a quote to repair the layby. Discussions with Brantridge School are ongoing to
come to a solution over the damage caused by the school parking vehicles on the grass verge
outside. They are looking at alternatives as they have been advised grass matting won’t work. SA
to contact Andy Tuck for his opinion.

Bus stop and footpath — Work to install the new bus stop opposite the park to allow easier access
for residents at the Haywards Heath end of the village into the town, begins mid July for 2 weeks.
The footpath request is being investigated at the beginning of 2027.

Brook Street — Bus stop — it was agreed to add this to the next agenda to consider applying for a
TRO to re-instate the bus stop in Brook Street that was removed.

Pavilion cameras— Due to the wicket twice being spiked in Staplefield by unknown persons,
creating a dangerous wicket, the clerk suggested that wildlife cameras be installed at the pavilion
and a CCTV policy adopted for health and safety reasons and to protect the asset. This was
further fuelled by a car doing donuts on the common over the weekend. This will be added to the
next agenda. BB brought up the use of pavilion toilets by people using the nets. Council re-
affirmed what had been agreed some time ago by council which was that the pavilion toilets were
not public toilets and were only for use by people who hired the pavilion. BB asked if they could
hire it for an hour. Although not on the agenda, Council agreed that this was not something to be
offered as this would have a knock-on effect with insurance, liability and employing caretakers
etc. The minimum hire is for 4 hours.

13. Local Publications. BB will provide Cuckfield Life with a piece on the Cuckstye hearing.

14. Meetings attended - Cuckstye by NH, SS and BW. SS and Andy Burton from Cuckfield Parish
Council also have a meeting on 17" July with Alison Bennett MP regarding Cuckstye and SS will be
attending a Chairs forum.

15. Minor matters for consideration and items for the next agenda.

15.1.
15.2.

Brook Street - TRO for Bus stop.
Staplefield Pavilion - Cameras.
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15.3. Fingerposts — BB asked that this go on the agenda stating that a resident had provided a quote for
those in Staplefield, although it didn’t include painting so was incomplete. SAreminded council
that she had been advised by MF when she brought this up a year ago, that council had previously
declined to repair these. As per the email sent out last week, the clerk would add this to the
agenda for September or October as council needed to make an informed decision, which means
obtaining an idea of cost to repair or replace all the fingerposts throughout the parish. This
needed some time to investigate and once obtained, would give council an idea of what this would
potentially cost as it would need to be budgeted for if they wished to proceed. If council voted to
proceed once on the agenda, the clerk would then obtain 3 independent quotes as per our
standing orders. The clerk has contacts previously obtained via other parish councils to do the
work and will approach them.

15.4. SID’S - MG noted that the SID’s in Rocky Lane was not working. AS had a new volunteer to take up
this role so SA will contact to check they can continue.

16. Confirm date and place of next meeting — Monday 10" August, 7.30pm, Staplefield Village Hall.
Meeting closed at 9.26pm.

These minutes are in draft form until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting.
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