
ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 8th March 2010 at approximately 8.00pm after the Planning Committee.

Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chairman), Kaye Whiting, Colin Bendall, Simon Stokes, Jon Gilley, Crispin Salimbeni, Brian Wright. Caroline Birthwright
Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Mr and Mrs Conway (until end of item 6)

Before the meeting began Mr Bradbury spoke of the sad passing of Brenda Binge, District Councillor for Cuckfield Ward for many years.

1. Apologies for absence.
None received.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Jon Gilley, Simon Stokes and Pete Bradbury all declared a prejudicial interest in item 8. Since this item is to receive an update and no decisions are to be made they will remain in the room.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.


4. Update on the possible waste site on the Cuckfield By-pass.
Pete Bradbury provided an update on this issue. A meeting was held with representatives from this Parish Council, Cuckfield Parish Council, Edward King and officers from WSCC. As a result of that meeting a joint letter was sent to the leader of WSCC asking that the site near the Cuckfield by-pass be removed from the long list of potential waste sites. Nicholas Soames has also been asked to write in support of the letter.   In addition, WSCC cabinet will be discussing the process for public consultation on this matter on 30th March 2010.

The clerk will send Mr Conway a copy of the letter and will also post it on the notice boards.


5. Update on the speed limits on the A272.
WSCC has passed a motion that commits it to making 30mph the normal speed limit in villages and communities.  It will also lose the relationship between current average speed and speed limits.  It was this latter point which caused a problem in Ansty, because the current actual average speed was deemed to be too high to make a 30mph enforceable.

The new policy wording is currently being drafted. The process and timescales for implementation of the policy have yet to be agreed.


6. Representatives for the Ansty Village Hall Trust.
It was AGREED that Jon Gilley will be re-appointed as the Parish Council’s representative on the Village Hall Trust.  The Parish Council will also seek to appoint a second representative who may not be a Councillor.


7. Parish Council logo and consider other communications matters.
It was AGREED that the new logo should be adopted.  The clerk reported that it is not possible to include the logo on the top band of the website due to inflexibility of the package.  An upgrade with additional flexibility could be purchase for £150. It was agreed that there might be cheaper alternatives although the hosting of a .gov.uk domain name might be an issue.  The Communications Working Party will meet to look at the options.

8. Update on the replacement Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty.
Mr Bradbury was hoping to be given a contact name in the Charity Commission who could help answer the Council’s queries.  If the name is not forth coming within the next week then the clerk will send a letter to the Charity Commission requesting a meeting.

9. New bus shelter in Staplefield.

Kaye Whiting reported that the bus shelter is complete and should be moved into position later this week.  The clerk reported that there had been confusion between Metrobus and WSCC over which stops were to be removed and new signage. The clerk thinks everyone is clear now and will let them know that the shelter will soon be in position.  The shelter will be added to the insurance policy.   


10. Appointment of internal auditor. 
It was AGREED that Peter Frost will be appointed as the internal auditor this year.


11. Review of council risk assessment, approach to internal audit and schedule of assets. 
The approach to internal audit was circulated and AGREED by the Council. The risk assessment and schedule of assets were AGREED subject to the following actions:
· Remove the “no unsupervised children” sign from the risk assessment.  A sign is not in place and it is felt would have no impact if it were.

· Add 3 footpath map boards, the cricket nets, sight screens and 3 waste bins to the schedule of assets and where appropriate the insurance.

· Ask Brian Fletcher to remove the old bench in Ansty which is unsafe.


The Ansty Residents Association has reported that the new grit bin has been stolen.  An insurance claim cannot be made for this because it cost less than the insurance excess of £250.  The matter will be discussed at the next Facilities Committee meeting. 

12. Pension communication from WSCC and consider whether to remain in the Smaller Scheduled Bodies pool. 
The correspondence was noted and it was AGREED that the Council should remain in the Smaller Scheduled Bodies Pool because this evens out the effects of costly but rare events such as ill health retirements or death in service.


13. Response from EDF re cables in Brook Street. 
The clerk has repeatedly reported several street lights that are not working around the parish but they have still not been fixed. It was AGREED that the Council will withhold one month’s maintenance payment due to the poor service.

The clerk wrote to EDF to request that armoured cabling be used along the whole length of Brook Street.  The section which currently has five separate cables has suffered from supply issues.  EDF has responded that if this is done then timers will need to be fitted to each street light at a cost of £75 per light.  The clerk was asked to report this matter to WSCC who are now responsible for the lighting contract.

14. New PFI agreement for street lighting contract.
It was AGREED that the clerk can sign the new street lighting contract.
15. Progress report 
The progress report was noted and the following actions AGREED:

a) The clerk will ask Brian Fletcher to supply and fit the screw on plates with the Parish Council’s new name on the notice boards.

b) The clerk will ask the assistance of District Councillor, Sue Seward, in getting a response from MSDC re cleaning of the bus shelter.
c) The Council would like BT to remain responsible for the electricity supply to the red kiosk in Brook Street after it has been adopted by the Council.


16. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None received.

17. Financial Matters

a) Schedule of receipts and payments made at the Facilities and General Purposes Committee on 8th February 2010. The schedule was agreed and signed by the Chairman.
b) Payments to be made this month and to note receipts and bank reconciliation. The schedule was agreed and signed by the Chairman.
18. Correspondence.
The following correspondence was noted:
MSDC Draft Corporate Plan and Budget.

WSCC – letter from Derek Whittington, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning and Transport acknowledging request for 30mph speed limit.

Sue Seward, District Councillor from Bolney can assist on any relevant matters whilst Edward King is on holiday.  (tel: 881368)

Invitations:

West Sussex Rural Forum Tuesday 23 March 2010 from 9.30am – 1.00pm

Billingshurst Village Hall. Theme: Rural Affordable Housing – delivery and innovation

during a recession.
Invitation to Public Debate: Urban Sprawl vs Sustainable Neighbourhoods
7pm on Wednesday, 10 March, at the Crawley Town Football Club, 

Invitation to 'Sustainable neighbourhoods: masterplanning new neighbourhoods' 11 March 2010 9.30am until 4.30pm
Simon Stokes will attend the West Sussex Rural Forum.
19. Minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) The clerk was asked to report rubbish strewn along the side of the A23 to the Highways Agency.

b)  Brian Wright has visited the footpath near the pond on Lord Saatchi’s property on several occasions and found it be virtually impassable due to flooding.  The clerk was asked to write to Lord Saatchi.

c) Kaye reported that the Sports Relief mile will take place on the common on 21st March.  Some temporary taping will be placed around the perimeter of the common in order to guide children taking part.  It will be removed on the same day.

d) Colin Bendall asked the Council to note that the drain by the ditch at the south end of the common had been bubbling sewage.  Southern Water has dealt with the problem, but it might be indicative of blockages further along the system.

e) Colin Bendall offered his resignation to the Council.  He was thanked for his work and contribution over the years and the Council is sorry that he is leaving.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION. 
Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council Finances 8th March 2010 
Payments 8th March 2010 

	Cuckfield Museum
	100

	Ron Stevens
	45

	Mr Webster
	45

	Mr Garmin
	45

	BlockBright
	587.5

	Southern Water
	39.72

	Mr H. Kinnard
	25

	Elizabeth Bennett
	15.62

	TalkTalk
	30.61

	Staplefield village hall
	12

	WSCC
	1125.47


Receipts in February

Co-operative bank, interest


1.62

	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 28th February 2010


	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	10880.05
	
	Bal Fwd
	12211.63

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	44446.46

	Deposit
	9579.36
	
	Payments
	-36186.13
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Signed by Chair of Full Council meeting 8th March 2010:
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