ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 18th January 2010 at 8.00pm.

Present: Pete Bradbury (Chairman), Kaye Whiting, Simon Stokes, Jon Gilley, Brian Wright, Crispin Salimbeni, Katy Bourne.
Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Edward King (District Councillor), 7 members of the public.
Public Session
Mr Conway spoke regarding the WSCC Minerals and Waste Plan.  He and other residents are concerned that land to the south of the A272 has been identified in the plan as a possible site for waste from London.  They are concerned about both the visual impact in this rural area and also the potential increase in traffic flows through the village. Mr Conway asked that the Parish Council write on behalf of residents to object to the inclusion of this location in the plan.

Mrs Conway spoke as a regular user of the Ansty Village Hall.  She noted that the condition of the hall is deteriorating and urged that the rebuild takes place as soon as possible.

Kaye Whiting responded that the Parish Council are also keen that this is progressed as soon as possible. The Parish Council is working on it, but there are several complicated issues that need to be resolved first.
Minutes

1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Caroline Birthwright.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared interests because he is a County Councillor, Chairman of the Staplefield Cricket Club and a neighbour of the village hall. Simon Stokes and Jon Gilley declared personal interests because they are on the Ansty Village Hall Trust.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2009.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

It was AGREED that agenda item 12. would be dealt with next.


12. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
a). WSCC Minerals and Waste Plan.  It was AGREED that the clerk should write in response to the consultation to express dismay at the inclusion of the site south of the A272 in the plan.  There is a concern at the impact on the visual amenity which is already considered to be a unique historic view across to Cuckfield Church.  A request will also be made that the Council is kept informed on this issue because the land immediately abuts the parish. A copy of the letter will be sent to Mr Conway, Cuckfield Parish Council and will be posted on the notice boards.

Mr King confirmed that he believes that whilst the land is not within the parish of Ansty and Staplefield, the residents of Ansty would be directly affected by this development. In addition, he will check whether the site falls within the AONB.


b). MSDC Emergency Planning Meeting.  Pete Bradbury attended this meeting.  Recent experiences of snow showed how important it is that everyone works together at County, District and Parish level, regardless of responsibility.  He suggested at the meeting that there should be a salt dump in Haywards Heath so that it could be accessed locally for pedestrian areas, car parks etc. The Parish Council should also review the salt bins in the parish.  This will be put on the agenda for the next Facilities and General Purposes Committee.  Brian Wright offered his expertise in the nuclear industry should it be required for Emergency Planning.

c). Core Strategy. Edward King reported that MSDC are required to demonstrate in the Core Strategy that they have a five year supply of housing land.  However, it is currently unable to do this because there is a lack of investment in the sewage infrastructure at some sites, including the Northern Arc, and so the housing could not proceed.  This is forcing MSDC to consider other sites for inclusion in the Core Strategy such as those on the edge of the villages.

4. Update on the replacement Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty and agree actions required.
Kaye reported that Louise Beaton (Village Hall Advisor) considered that all of the options put forward for funding the new development to be illegal.  One of the basic issues for the Parish Council is that it must consider the needs and impact of the development on the whole parish; whereas the AVHT constitution states that it must benefit the residents of Ansty. It would be difficult for example, for the Parish Council to take out a substantial Public Works Loan because the financial burden, through the precept, would fall not just on Ansty residents but also on people living in Staplefield and Brook Street, for whom there would be little benefit.

It was AGREED that advice should be sought from the Charity Commission. The clerk will draft a letter setting out the current position and suggest that a meeting might be appropriate.  

5. Update on the proposed new bus shelter in Staplefield.
The location of the bus shelter has now been agreed and Highways have issued the license.  Construction of the new shelter can now begin and must be completed before end of March 2010.


6. Councillor allowances for 2010/11

The Council AGREED to freeze allowances for the fourth year in a row at £257 for Councillors and £386 for the Chairman.

7. Clerk’s salary
The Council AGREED the recommended increase for level 30 back dated to April 2009 and that the clerk will move to level 31 with effect from April 2010.


8. Budget and precept for the financial year 2010/2011.
The clerk circulated detailed papers prior to the meeting.
The position against budget for the current year was noted.  The Council AGREED:

· the budget for next financial year, including the changes recommended by the Finance Committee i.e.

· only one newsletter should be published next financial year, with a budget of £400. The newsletter that was planned for this winter should be postponed until the spring in next financial year.

· the budget for street light repairs of £500 should be removed.  This is because the lights are now insured and are on a regular maintenance program with WSCC

· the caretaker’s rate should increase by £1 per hour

· the bus shelter cleaners rate should rise from £45 per quarter to £50

· Councillor allowances should be frozen for the fourth year in a row i.e. at 2006/7 levels

· the budget for grants should become the contingency/ grants budget.  It could be used as a contingency fund for expenditure during the year with any remaining money being given out as grants if appropriate.
· a policy to keep reserves at a minimum of 20% of annual spend with an absolute minimum cash amount of £7500

· the precept for 2010/11 should be set at £34810. This represents a 2.5% increase per household, which is in line with expected rises from MSDC and WSCC/
9. Parish Council logo.
It was AGREED that the clerk will circulate the logo to members for comment.  The final decision on the logo was delegated to the Communications Working Party.
10. Update on the Burgess Hill Northern Arc.
Pete Bradbury provided further information on why this development is being delayed until at least 2015.
11. Progress report.
The Progress Report was noted.  The clerk was asked to make direct contact with SITA to ensure that any further problems at Ansty bus shelter can be cleaned up quickly.


12. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
This item was discussed after agenda item 3.

13. Financial Matters

a) To ratify schedule of receipts and payments made at the Facilities and General Purposes Committee on 14/12/09.  This was AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
b) Payments to be made this month and to note receipts and bank reconciliation. These were AGREED and the schedule was signed by the Chairman.
14. Correspondence.
The following correspondence was noted:
West Sussex Transport Plan Initial Stakeholder Consultation.

WSCC Fingerpost Restoration Project.  WSCC have £50k to assist parishes with fingerpost restoration.  WSCC can cover 50% of the costs up to a maximum of £5k.

MSDC new code of conduct training has been moved to Tuesday 9th February at 5.30pm in the Council chamber.

MSDC Introduction of street naming and numbering policy by MSDC. 
WSCC summary of proposed street lighting works which will take place between August and October 2011.  The Parish Council will be consulted before hand.

MSDC Commencement of First Consultation Period for Community Governance Review of Haywards Heath Town Council. Review requested by HHTC to examine boundaries within HH with particular focus on the possibility of the Bolnore village area being warded separately. No action required.

AVHT – request for names of PC representatives.

WSCC – The Real Hedge Fund – funding available for planting new hedgerows and new hedgerow trees.

MSDC. West Sussex Design Commission/ Residency event. (circulated by email)

The clerk was asked to forward the Transport Plan questionnaire to Pete Bradbury for completion.  

Fingerposts will appear as an agenda item at the next Facilities and General Purposes Committee meeting.
15. Minor matters and items for the next agenda. 

a) Half of the overhead cables going down Brook Street are separate cables and the other half is an armoured cable.  The clerk was asked to write to EDF to request that the separate cables are replaced with armoured cables in order to help avoid the power cuts that residents experienced during the recent snow.
b) The recurring pothole near the pavilion in Staplefield has reappeared. The clerk was asked to report it to Highways.

c) The clerk was asked to write to Pete Bradbury as County Councillor regarding the flooding on the A272 and Bishopstone Lane.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.
Next Meeting of Planning and F&GP


8th February 2010, Staplefield

Next Meeting of Full Council



8th March 2010, Staplefield
Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council Finances January 2010 

Payments

	Vision ICT
	115

	WSCC
	1125.47

	Staplefield village hall
	20

	Elizabeth Bennett
	15.62

	Tiscali
	28.53


Receipts in December

Co-operative Bank 3.17

	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2009



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	13209.01
	
	Bal Fwd
	12211.63

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	44442.65

	Deposit
	9579.36
	
	Payments
	-34742.75

	
	22800.92
	
	
	21911.53

	Uncashed Cheques
	-12

-267.75

-257

-257

-45

-50.64
	
	
	

	
	21911.53
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Signed by Chair of Parish Council Meeting 18/1/10






