 ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of the Facilities and General Purposes Committee  held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 12th April 2010 at  8.00 pm after the Planning Committee.
Members Present: Kaye Whiting (Chair), Crispin Salimbeni, Brian Wright, Katy Bourne, Jon Gilley (standing in for Pete Bradbury)
Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Simon Stokes, Brian Wright.

1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Pete Bradbury. Jon Gilley attended the meeting in his place.
2. Declarations of interest.
Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest in item 4a.  However, since this item is for update only and no decisions will be made, he will remain in the room.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2009.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
4. Update regarding Ansty Village Hall and Sports and Social Club.
The clerk received an unhelpful response from the Charity Commission following a request for a meeting.  A more detailed letter has been sent and the response is awaited.  In the meantime, an update meeting has been arranged with Kaye, Crispin and representatives from the AVHT and AS&SC for 29th April at 7.30pm.

5. Staplefield Matters 
a) New bus shelter at Staplefield.
The new bus shelter is in place.  The clerk will chase Metrobus and WSCC to put the new stop signs in place.
b) Grant application for the remainder of the s106 money from Ditton Place. 
The clerk was asked to obtain quotes for nets and sight screens and also to ask MSDC if they can recommend a drainage contractor.
c) Charges for the use of the cricket facility. 
It was AGREED that the charges will be increased in line with MSDC charges as follows:


Cricket






Discounted rate (Colts)
	Per Session
	£30.00
	£15.00

	Multi Session
	£57.00
	£28.50

	SUMMER CHANGING ROOM HIRE (pavilion)
	£21.00
	£10.50


	Pavilion

	+
	Community Use (Per Hour)
	£7.75

	+
	Children’s Party (Aged up to 12 yrs, 4 Hour Session)
	£35.00

	Events
	
	

	+
	Minor Events (Per Session)
	£78.00

	+
	Minor Events (Multi-Session)
	£156.00

	+
	Major Events
	£360.00

	+
	Event Set-Up Charge (One Full Day Before & After Event)
	FREE

	+
	Event Set-Up Charge (Each Additional Day)
	£78.00

	+
	Filming (Per Day)
	£360.00

	
	
	


d) Request from Fun Day Committee to use the common. 
It was AGREED that the Fun Day Committee can use the common from 28th-31st May for a charge of £105.

6. Update on the Dial-a-ride bus service.
The passenger numbers for the Dial-a-ride service remain disappointing with some weeks seeing no passengers at all.  Cuckfield Parish Council has already withdrawn its support for the service.  It was AGREED that ASPC can no longer justify the expense of providing a service with so few users. The clerk will notify Bluebird. 

7. Fingerposts restoration and agree action required. 
Four companies were contacted and two quotes have been received for fingerpost repairs; one for £5675 and one for £5820. Both are by WSCC approved contractors.  It was AGREED that the Parish Council should take advantage of the grant from WSCC whilst it is still available.  This would provide 50% of the cost of the repairs.  There is no budget allocation for this work in the ASPC budget for this year.  However, £1000 has been saved by the discontinuation of the Bluebird Dial-a-ride bus.  Some of the grant budget could be diverted towards this work and also some funds could be taken from reserves if necessary.  The clerk was asked to apply for a WSCC grant based on the lowest quote in order to secure the grant funds.  In the meantime, the clerk will pursue the other suppliers in case a lower quote can be obtained.

8. Options for upgrading the website. 
It was AGREED that the website should be transferred to the upgraded version at the current supplier, Vision websites at a cost of £130.  In addition, it was AGREED that ASPC should subscribe to Parish Online, which would mean that parish maps and aerial photography could be accessed online.  The maps will show the parish boundaries and can be annotated by the user to create documents which could be accessed on the website or used in other communications.  The cost is £20 for set up plus £20 per annum.
9. Village speed limit reduction.
WSCC has now amended its policy in respect of speed limits in the villages so that 30mph should become the norm.  The responsibility rests with the County Local Committees and the Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee has this matter on its agenda for 16th April.  The clerk was asked to find out whether speed limit reductions could take place in Brook Street and Staplefield as well as Ansty.


10. Street lighting issues.
The new WSCC PFI contract came into place on 1st April.  The clerk has been told that the ongoing issues with lighting in Staplefield and Brook Street are because EDF needs to do some work on the overhead cables and that this might take some time.  The clerk will ensure that the new contractors are aware of all the outstanding issues.


11. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None received.


12. Update on Parish Council vacancy.
The statutory vacancy notices have been placed on all the notice boards.  Whilst the vacancy is in Staplefield ward, applicants from any ward are welcome.  Caroline Birthwright lives near Staplefield but represents Ansty ward and so she could move across to Staplefield ward if an Ansty candidate were to be found.


13. Provision of grit bins. 
The advice received from SLCC regarding the provision of grit bins was noted.  All three residents associations were asked for the views on where grit bins should be provided and so far Ansty and Brook Street have responded. There is no provision in the current budget for grit bins, so the clerk was asked to remove the item from future agendas until nearer the time for budgeting for next year.

14. Financial Matters

a) The schedule of payments was AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
b) The receipts and bank reconciliation for March were noted. 
c) Quarterly review of books.  Simon Stokes agreed to review the books once a quarter.


15. Progress Report and Correspondence.
The progress report and the following list of correspondence was noted:

Letter informing of Review of West Sussex Youth Services.

U3A SURA Network invitation to Art and Craft Festival Sat 31st July from 10am -4pm 

Letter of thanks for the use of the common for the Sports Relief mile.  
Letter from Rev Gary Simmons. There is always a short act of Remembrance on 11th November at 10.50am whatever day of the week that falls, at which many wreaths are laid.  He suggested that to save confusion in the future this would be the best occasion for the Parish Council to lay their wreath.

AIRS and WSCC Library Service Consultation. 7th May 10.30 -12.30 Cowfold.
16. Minor matters and items for the next agenda. 
a) Clerk will be away from 14th to 16th April
b) The clerk was asked to report some dangerous stairs at Pitts Head crossroads.

MEETING CLOSED 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION
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