ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 10th May 2010.
Present:  Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley, Simon Stokes, Brian Wright, Katy Bourne

Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), John Flower, Maureen Gibson, Marion Petitpierre (all from Ansty Village Hall Trust)

Public Session

Mr Flower spoke regarding the rebuilding of Ansty Village Hall.  Following a good meeting on 29th April with representatives from the Sports and Social Club and the Parish Council, the AVHT now feel that the Parish Council is not being straight with them.  The AVHT are committed to a single building that can be divided so that they fund the purchase of the village hall element, they do not wish to fund any elements of the proposed building that provide sports facilities. Mr Flower outlined a number of concerns that have arisen since the aforementioned meeting primarily an exchange of e-mails between the Parish Council and Louise Beaton that explore possible alternative or additional options. AVHT believed this to be unacceptable.

1. Election of Chairman 
Pete Bradbury was elected as Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office.

2. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Caroline Birthwright.
3. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Simon Stokes and Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 11 because they are both trustees of Ansty Village Hall. Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 11 because he is the next door neighbour of Ansty Village Hall.


4. Election of Vice Chairman
Kaye Whiting was elected as Vice Chairman.


It was agreed that item 11 should be dealt with next.
Rebuilding of village hall and sports and social club in Ansty..

 Kaye Whiting provided a brief summary of a proposal that was discussed at the meeting on 29th April. All discussions at the meeting on 29th April were on the basis that any proposal put forward had not been formally put to the Parish Council.  It is acknowledged that the Parish Council spend c£6500 net less per annum in Ansty than in Staplefield. The Parish Council has freehold assets in Staplefield which it is obliged to maintain. 

The Parish Council has previously stated that it will only support a single building and this policy remains unchanged. The new proposal for discussion would involve the transfer of Ansty Rec. from MSDC to the Parish Council. The Parish Council would then take out a £500k public works loan in order to fund the building of a single building on the rec that would accommodate both a village hall and sports and social facilities. Grants may be available via the Sports and Social club ie ECB, Sports Council to assist with funding. AVHT would the use existing funds and additional funds raised from the sale of the existing site to buy the building or part of it from the Parish Council.


The Parish Council might be prepared to fund some shortfall in funds. This proposal was floated at the meeting on the 29th and was generally supported by those in attendance. An exchange of emails with Louise Beaton took place after the meeting on 29th in order to begin to float ideas about how things might work in practise. 

The meeting was closed in order to let Mr Flower speak.  He made it clear that money raised for the rebuilding of the village hall would be used solely for that purpose.

It was agreed that the best way forward given the current situation would be for Kaye to prepare a paper outlining the options for discussion by Council members.

Katy Bourne has agreed to become involved in discussions with AVHT and the SSC.


5. Committee structure and Membership. 
After some discussion it was agreed to continue with the existing committee structure and members were agreed as follows:

Planning: Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Caroline Birthwright, Simon Stokes, Brian Wright.

Facilities and General Purposes: Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Brian Wright, Katy Bourne, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley

Finance: Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Simon Stokes, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley

Committees will elect their own Chairmen.


6. Council Representatives
Representatives were agreed as follows:
Ansty Village Hall Trust: Jon Gilley

Green Circle: Jon Gilley

Police Liaison: Katy Bourne

7. Attendance of members. 
The attendance of members at Full Council meetings during the last year was noted.


8. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.


9. Bank signatories.
Further to Colin Bendall’s resignation as a Parish Councillor, the necessary forms were completed to remove him as a bank signatory.  In addition, at the request of the bank, the following resolutions were passed:
· The Co-operative Bank shall continue as our bankers in accordance with our original application.
· The Bank shall be authorised to accept instructions (including written instructions sent by facsimile and electronic instructions through the use of digital signatures and or identification numbers or passwords) from us in connection with the accounts and the service, provided that the instructions are given and or signed in accordance with the signing authority listed in the account signatories Section 6b. Instructions shall mean: cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes or other orders for payment drawn, made or accepted on our behalf (even if the payments cause the accounts to be overdrawn) and requests or instructions in writing concerning the accounts, our affairs or property (including the opening of the new accounts, the arranging of facilities and creation of security).

· The Bank shall be authorised to honour all cheques and all other documents made or accepted on our behalf even if such payment causes any accounts to be overdrawn or increase any existing overdraft, provided that such documents are signed in accordance with the specimen signatures shown in the account signatories Section 6b.

· The Bank shall act on all specimen signatures in accordance with any instruction, notice, request or other document in writing concerning our account (including the opening of new accounts), affairs or property as shown in the account signatories Section 6b.

· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any future resolutions which affect the terms of these resolutions

· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any changes in our Constitution

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any change of Members

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any change of official authorised to sign on our behalf

· The Bank shall otherwise continue to operate our accounts in accordance with the business account mandate

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any overall change of control in the business.

· All signatories to the account are aged 16 or over.
10. Parish Council vacancy.
Jon Gilley is going to speak to someone who might be interested in joining the Council.


11. Rebuilding of Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty. 
See earlier minute.

12. Renewal of Parish Councils insurance policy. 
It was AGREED that the Parish Council insurance will be renewed at a cost of £2010.20.


13. Nominations for the MSDC Garden Party. 
Peter Chippendale was nominated to attend the MSDC garden party in recognition of the way he assisted the Parish Council at short notice by volunteering to paint the Brook Street sign.


14. Speed limit reduction in Ansty and speed issues in other parts of the parish.
Pete Bradbury provided an update on this issue.  WSCC had carried out formal consultation on the possible speed limit reduction in Ansty and the County Local 
Committee has approved the reduction.  The next stage is for police consultation. 
In the meantime work is due to commence on 31st May to improve visibility and reduce the speed limit from 60mph to 50mph on the A272 between Ansty and Bolney. The work will take approximately 6 weeks.

The clerk was asked to write to the Highways Manager to ask whether the villages of Staplefield and Brook Street would meet the County speed criteria policy.  If so then the Parish Council would consider whether to request a speed limit reduction in these villages too.

15. Invitation to become a patron of the West Sussex Angling Academy.
It was agreed that Katy Bourne should become a patron of the West Sussex Angling Academy.


16. Progress against Parish Plan. 
The Council reviewed progress against the actions identified in the Parish Plan. The clerk will update the document.

17. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None received.


18. Chairman’s Correspondence.
The following correspondence was noted:
Email from Lord Saatchi confirming he is sorting the issues on the footpath, but asking if the PC can help him deal with intruders. This was referred to the Police.
Mid Sussex Newsletter

Angela Holroyd – email of thanks for Brook Street bench.
Draft Mid Sussex Economic Development Action Plan. Responses by 21st May. Pete Bradbury agreed to respond on behalf of the Council.

19. Financial Matters 
a) Schedule of Payments. The schedule of payments was agreed and signed by the Chairman, along with the schedule agreed by the F&GP Committee in April.
b) Receipts and bank reconciliation. These were noted.
20. Minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) St Marks School would like to hold the summer fair on the common on the 3rd July.  The clerk will check the bookings for that day, but provided that it based away from the cricket square this would be ok. 
b) Ron Stevenson’s daughter is getting married next year and would like to put a marquee on the common for the reception.  The Council agreed this is in principle but await further details before deciding on a fee etc.

c) A meeting of the Finance Committee will take place at 7pm on Monday 7th June in Ansty.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION
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