ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council  held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 12th September at 8.00pm. 
Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chair), Jon Gilley, Katy Bourne, Brad Williams, Bob Birthwright, Crispin Salimbeni, Brian Wright.

Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Mandy Thomas-Atkin (Chairman of MSDC), two members of the public.
Public Session

The two members of the public were present to hear the update on Ansty Village Centre and the Parish Council’s views on the Burgess Hill Northern Arc and proposed waste disposal sites near the parish.
1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Simon Stokes. Brian Wright will have to leave the meeting at 9pm.

2. Co-option of new member for Ansty ward.
It was AGREED that Brad Williams should be co-opted as the new member for Ansty ward. The declaration of acceptance of office was signed and the Chairman welcomed him to the council.
3. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in the Ansty Village Centre because he is the next door neighbour. He also declared that he is a member of Ansty Sports and Social Club, Chair of Staplefield Cricket Club and that he is a County Councillor.
Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest because he is a member of Ansty Village Hall Trust.

There are no decisions to be made regarding Ansty Village Centre and so both members remained in the room.

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2011.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
5. Report from Chairman of MSDC.
Mandy Thomas-Atkin is attending parish council meetings around Mid Sussex in her role as Chairman of MSDC.  She stated that MSDC have a tough job in trying to make savings of £800k whilst still providing services.  Pete Bradbury thanked her attending the meeting.
6. Proposals for celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.
It was AGREED that the Parish Council will offer up to £100 per councillor per ward to help the community organise celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. This means that Ansty will receive up to £500, Staplefield £300 and Brook Street £100.
7. Ansty Matters
a) Update on the Ansty Village Centre project and communications. 
The clerk had previously circulated a paper which outlined the current situation.  Crispin Salimbeni talked through the paper and explained that a Public Works Loan to be repaid from lease income from AVHT/ AS&SC is no longer a possible means of funding the project. A small development on the site of the existing hall and a scaled back building were now being considered.  It was agreed that this scenario should be considered further at the next meeting. In the meantime, AS&SC are looking into grants and the clerk is talking to MSDC about the possibility of a small development.

Ansty Residents Association has asked that communications about the project should be improved.  It is understood that the project is constantly changing, but it was felt that there should be more feedback specifically in relation to the consultation.  Katy and Pete agreed to do a report for distribution.

b) Cost of vehicle activated signage in Ansty.
The clerk reported that a vehicle activated sign would cost in the region of £4500 including installation.  It was agreed that no action should be taken at this stage.

c) Update on the direction signage in Ansty.
Pete Bradbury has been in correspondence with WSCC regarding the signs in the centre of Ansty.  He will chase the response and report at the next meeting.
8. Update on Neighbourhood Planning.
Neighbourhood Plans can be produced by a Parish Council to help establish general planning policy for the use of land in the parish.  If supported by a majority of residents they will be adopted by the planning authority (MSDC) and become part of their District Plan. Katy stressed the importance of developing one, because without it, the parish could just be given new development.
a) Affordable housing survey, paid for by MSDC/AiRS
The Neighbourhood Plan must be evidenced based and the results of the survey will provide an understanding of housing needs within the parish.  The survey will be devised and paid for by MSDC and AiRS. There will be an opportunity for the council to comment on the wording of the survey. The clerk was asked to send the results of the last survey to members. The council AGREED to proceed with the survey.

Brian Wright left the meeting.

b) Representation on the Burgess Hill Community Infrastructure Company and or liaison group.
Burgess Hill Town Council are planning to set up a group to identify and develop the infrastructure that will be required to support the additional housing in and around Burgess Hill.  The clerk was asked to write to BHTC to ask that Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council are given substantial and appropriate representation.
c) Questionnaire/ visioning day as a consultation prior to developing Neighbourhood Plan.
The development of a Neighbourhood Plan will require local consultation and this could take the form of a visioning day.  There would be an exhibition with maps and photographs that would help prompt suggestions from the public.

It was suggested that Neighbourhood Plans are a very new concept and the Localism Bill has not yet gone through parliament.  It might be too soon to have a meaningful consultation with the public.

However, MSDC is having to press on with the District Plan and so there is a need to progress the Neighbourhood Plan as quickly as possible. It was suggested that a target completion date should be around March 2012.
The meeting was closed to allow members of the public to speak:

The scope of Neighbourhood Plans was queried and also it was suggested that additional appropriate housing in Ansty could be a good thing. 

The meeting was re-opened.  It was clarified that a Neighbourhood Plan can include policies relating to development as well as areas that should be preserved, policies relating to woods, recreation, green spaces, roads, schools etc. The scope can be quite wide ranging and so it is a real opportunity to influence the future of the local area.
d) Neighbourhood Plan - financing and working group.
It was AGREED that a Neighbourhood Planning working party should be established with Pete, Katy, Bob and Brad as members.  Cuckfield Parish Council have obtained funding for their plan from central government under the Frontrunners scheme.  However, a condition of this funding is that they help Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council with their plan.  A meeting with Cuckfield Parish Council is planned for 21st September at 7.30pm.

9. To agree change in mileage rate payable to clerk. 
It was agreed that the mileage rate for the clerk will be increased to 45p per mile.
10. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
Jon Gilley reported that he had attended the CLC meeting. Councillors were urged to go onto the WSCC website to complete the questionnaire regarding the merger of fire services.

Katy Bourne reported that she had attended a meeting of people opposed to the possible waste recycling sites near Goddards Green.  There are still no firm plans for the type of facility that might be placed on the sites. Both sites are outside of this parish, but close to the boundary and Katy is keeping an eye on the situation. The clerk was asked to write to WSCC to ask that they take into account the views of residents in Ansty.

11. Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The following correspondence was noted:
a) MSDC – Polling Station review. Comments by 19th September.

b) Email from Nicholas Soames including letter from Greg Clark re Planning Reforms and consultation on National Planning Policy Framework– end date 17th October.

The progress report was also noted.  The clerk was asked to find out where we can obtain funding for the additional street light in Ansty. With regard to speed limits in Staplefield and Brook Street, the County Local Committee have decided their priorities for this year and Staplefield and Brook Street were not included.  

12. Financial Matters
The schedule of payments was AGREED and the bank reconciliation and receipts in August were noted.
13. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) Bob Birthwright reported that a representative from the A23 Handcross to Warninglid scheme has offered to attend a Parish Council to provide an update.  The clerk was asked to arrange this for October.

b) The clerk was asked to cancel the South East water representatives from attending the next meeting because Councillors will shortly be attending a local public exhibition.

c) The clerk was asked to request that the flowers at the bottom of Ansty Village sign are included in the garden maintenance contract at Ansty village green.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONSULTATION.

Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council Finances September 12th 2011 
Payment Schedule

	WSCC
	1494.50

	Mazars
	480.00

	Spatial tech (UK) Ltd
	24.00

	Sign Solutions
	240.00

	Elizabeth Bennett
	59.21

	EDF Energy
	13.00

	South East Water
	4.49

	Architects MG
	1503.16

	(from Ansty account) 


Receipts in August

	Staplefield Cricket club
	378.5

	Co-operative Bank
	3.07

	Jolly Tanners (Geoff Crosta)
	212.5

	Co-operative Bank
	0.89


	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 31st August 2011



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	19833.72
	
	Bal Fwd
	15652.24

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	42292.58

	Deposit


	9592.82
	
	Payments
	-18437.19

	Ansty village centre
	10083.54


	
	
	

	
	39522.63
	
	
	39507.63

	Uncashed cheques
	-15
	
	
	

	
	39507.63
	
	
	


Signed by Chairman of Parish Council meeting 12th September 2011 
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