ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April at 7.00pm in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall.
Present: Pete Bradbury (Chairman), Brian Wright, Katy Bourne, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley
Also Present: Liz Bennett
1. To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Simon Stokes.
2. Minutes of the previous annual meeting held on 12th April 2010. 
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
3. Chairman’s Report.
Pete Bradbury delivered the Chairman’s report which is appended to these minutes.
4. Questions from the public.
There were no questions.
.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2007/11

and ANNUAL REPORT 2010/11

The economic landscape looks very different now to when this council took office following the elections in May 2007. However since I first became Chairman in 2005, my main objective has always been to ensure tight fiscal control that delivers the best possible services at the lowest possible cost to the taxpayer. Consequently, whilst we have delivered an increasing range of innovative services, our council tax has remained frozen for four out of the last five years, with only a modest increase of 2.5% last year. Accounting for average inflation of 3% per annum, that equates to a 12.5% cut in council tax in real cash terms over the last five years. 

Council tax is again frozen for next year and we believe it is essential for us to do all we can to help young people and families, and older people forced to rely on diminishing interest from their lifelong savings. However this has not been at the expense of any cuts in services, in fact the opposite is the case, and we will continue to strive to offer the best possible services at the lowest possible level of council tax. Over the last four years, we have:
· Successfully campaigned for a 30mph speed limit in Ansty
· Provided a new village sign and village centre garden in Brook Street 
· Redeveloped Staplefield children’s playground
· Adopted the red phone boxes in Staplefield and Brook Street
· Successfully led the negotiations to provide a single new Village Centre building in Ansty 
· Commenced a major upgrade of the cricket facilities at Staplefield and significantly increased the level of use, particularly by youngsters
· Negotiated a new street lighting contract which will deliver an improvement in service together with long term lower costs
· Dealt with approximately 200 planning applications

· Led the campaign against the development of a potential waste site off the Cuckfield by-pass

· Renamed the Parish Council and introduced our new logo at zero cost 

· Promoted the Dial-A-Ride community bus service

· Represented the local community at the A23 widening scheme
· Replaced the Ansty village sign
· Provided a new bus shelter in Staplefield
A new Council takes office in May 2011, following the elections on 5th May. I will propose to the new Council that we continue with the fiscal policies outlined above, which will be important in delivering our new agenda. 

Some of our main objectives over the next four years will include:
· Under the powers of the Localism Bill to introduce a Neighbourhood Plan which will consider, inter alia, what new housing is needed in the Parish
· Delivering the new Village Centre in Ansty in conjunction with Ansty Village Hall Trust and Ansty Sports & Social Club
· Replacing the Brook Street sign

· Further improving the Staplefield playground and cricket facilities

· Continuing to work with Mid Sussex District Council and Burgess Hill Town Council on the Burgess Hill Northern Arc development which offers the possibility to reroute the A272
I would like to thank all Councillors for their tireless efforts in supporting their community, with particular thanks to Kaye Whiting, Vice-Chairman, and Liz Bennett, Clerk. I’d also like on behalf of all residents to thank all the members and supporters of the various clubs, trusts and voluntary groups who contribute so much to our quality of life, including Ansty Village Hall Trust, Staplefield Association, Ansty Residents Association, Brook Street Apple Society, Ansty Sports & Social Club and all the others that are too many too mention. Thank you all.

Best wishes
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Pete Bradbury

Chairman








11th April 2011
