
ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council  held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 16th May 2011 at 7.30pm. 

Members Present: Pete Bradbury, Jon Gilley, Katy Bourne, Kaye Whiting, Bob Birthwright, Crispin Salimbeni.

Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Maureen Gibson (AVHT)
1. Election of Chairman 
Pete Bradbury was elected as Chairman.


2. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Simon Stokes and Brian Wright.
3. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury and Jon Gilley declared prejudicial interests in Ansty Village Centre.  However, since no decisions were made during item 11, they remained in the room.

Pete Bradbury also declared an interest in item 14c because he is the Chairman of Staplefield Cricket Club.
4. Election of Vice Chairman
Kaye Whiting was elected as Vice Chairman.


5. Minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2011.
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2011 were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
6. Committee structure and membership. 
It was AGREED that for the time being the Facilities and General Purposes Committee will not meet.  All issues normally dealt by that Committee will be covered at Full Council meetings which will now meet every month. This is because the Village Centre project means that Full Council need to meet every month anyway.

The other Committees and membership were agreed as:

Planning – Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Jon Gilley (Ansty), Bob Birthwright (Staplefield), Brian Wright (Brook Street)

Finance- Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley, Simon Stokes.


7. To agree council representatives 
The following representatives were AGREED:

Ansty Village Hall Trust – Jon Gilley,

Green Crescent – Jon Gilley

Police Liaison – Katy Bourne


Katy Bourne was the representative on the West Sussex Angling Society, however, they have not been in touch and so it is assumed that they have disbanded.
The Parish Council can nominate two representatives on to AVHT, but since this means that they will then have a prejudicial interest in the Ansty Village Centre, the Parish Council has kept it at one.  Pete already has a prejudicial interest as the next door neighbour and Simon Stokes is already a trustee in his own right.  It was suggested that the Parish Council could nominate someone who is not a Councillor to be on AVHT as well as Jon Gilley.  Bob Birthwright agreed to ask whether Caroline Birthwright would be interested.


8. Attendance of members. 
Attendance was noted.


9. Parish Council subscriptions 
The following subscriptions were AGREED:
Open Spaces Society 




Action in Rural Sussex



SALC
(Sussex Association of Local Councils)




SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks)



GACC (Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign)

10. Parish Council vacancy.
Pete Bradbury has approached an Ansty resident regarding the vacancy and Katy Bourne agreed to speak with them again.

11. Ansty Village Centre

a)  To receive update on Ansty Village Hall and consultation.
The consultation event was very well attended and the clerk has received lots of comments.  The consultation runs until 31st May and comments are welcome until then.  The clerk will then produce a report on the issues and suggestions raised.

The consultation exhibition is being displayed in Staplefield later this week.  Katy agreed to ask the Ansty “village voice” if people could be reminded to get their responses in.
b) Membership of Advisory Committee.
The Parish Council has agreed that Kaye and Crispin will remain on the Committee with the clerk in attendance.  AS&SC have agreed that Brian Fletcher and Myles Machin will continue on the committee. AVHT have nominated Maureen Gibson and Marion Petitpierre.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would like John Flower to continue on the committee if possible, because he was instrumental in preparing the business case, which will require ongoing work, and he has very relevant experience from the building of St Paul’s School.  The meeting was closed to allow Maureen Gibson to speak.  She clarified that AVHT have not voted on this and are due to meet tomorrow night.  The names were given because she thought that they were required urgently.
c) The acquisition of Ansty Rec.
The clerk asked MSDC for up to date costs in time for this meeting.  However, MSDC has now suggested that a meeting would be more appropriate to go through it all in detail. The clerk will arrange the meeting.
12. Parish council insurance.
The three year arrangement with Came and Co has finished and the clerk asked them to re-quote as well as Zurich.  It was AGREED that the Parish Council will continue with Came and Co for a further three years.  The first year cost is £1800, but this is to cover 16 months instead of 12. This represents a significant saving over Zurich.


13.  Community Action Plans 
It has been suggested by WSCC that Parish Councils might want to consider working with other Parish or Town Councils in clusters. This could provide a more cost effective way of delivering some services and also enable sharing of expertise for the development of Community Action Plans or Neighbourhood Plans as outlined in the Localism Bill.  The clerk in conjunction with Pete Bradbury was asked to approach neighbouring parishes to see if they are interested.  
14. Facilities Matters

a) “Slow” signs in Deaks Lane. There has been some correspondence with the Ansty Residents Association over this and they are willing to support the introduction of “Caution- Horses” signs.  However, the Parish Council has worked in other parts of the parish to reduce signage following comments from residents who suggest a lot of signs to be no more than “village graffiti”.  Highways also suggest that such signs have little effect on traffic speed.  It was AGREED therefore that the Parish Council will not request these signs from Highways.  The clerk was asked to write to explain the decision to the interested parties.

A discussion also took place regarding the enforcement of the 30mph speed limit in Ansty.  The clerk was asked to request that Highways conduct a speed survey to determine the impact of the 30mph speed limit.  In addition she will ask if Highways intend to introduce any of the vehicle activated signage as outlined in their original proposal for the introduction of the 30mph limit.  The area of greatest concern is west bound on the A272.

b) To receive update on Brook Street village signs. 
The sign writer has suggested that the apples should be red because the colour is less prone to fading.  Brian Wright has agreed to this, but suggested some other changes to the design.  However, the design is based on a winning entry in a design competition and it was agreed that no changes other than the apple colour should be made. Jon will brief the sign writer to proceed with red.
c) Protection of the cricket square at Staplefield.
Brian Fletcher has quoted for a proposal using stock fencing during the winter months.   However, it was agreed that protection is also required in the summer months and that fold down posts might be a possibility. Kaye Whiting agreed to meet with Brian to consider the options.

15. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury issued a report from WSCC. It was noted that the Waste Strategy does not include the site at Cuckfield bypass in the short list of site suitable for waste.


16.  Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The Progress Report was noted.  Pete Bradbury commented that the speed limit requests for Staplefield and Brook Street will not be considered by the County Local Committee until around September.

The following correspondence was noted:
SALC  Councillor introduction session on 22June 1300-1600 at Scaynes Hill Millennium Hall. 

WSCC – proposal for tourist signs for Wings Museum, Balcombe.
17. Financial Matters
The schedule of payments was AGREED and the bank reconciliation and receipts for April were noted.  The finance statement was signed by the Chairman.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for the production of the leaflets for the consultation. Architects costs would be paid out of the Village Centre account.
18. Minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) The clerk was asked to write to Highways to request that they remove the direction signs in the centre of Ansty because the Parish Council would like to replace them with fingerposts.

b) Katy Bourne would like to attend the Airs event on Thursday.  The clerk will confirm this.

c) The June Parish Council meeting will be moved to 20th June and the Finance Committee will meet on 13th June at 7.30pm.

d) The clerk was also asked to consider moving the July meeting to later in the month to compensate for the fact that the August meeting normally only covers Planning and any really urgent matters.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION

 Staplefield Parish Council Finances 16th May 2011
Payments for authorisation.

	Staplefield Village Hall
	12.00

	WSCC    
	1572.69

	Chubb
	86.88

	PWLB
	785.22

	TalkTalk
	41.22

	EDF Energy
	13.00

	South East Water
	4.49

	Architects MG Ltd
	790.08

	Dijiset
	153.60

	Elizabeth Bennett
	75.63

	Broker Network
	1800.00


Receipts in April
	Berrymans Lace
	101.5

	Kennedys
	101.5

	MSDC
	5000

	*ASPC
	257

	MSDC
	1273.33

	Serendib
	80

	MSDC
	17636

	Co-Operative Bank
	1.8


*This is a credit to the cashbook, because a cheque was lost and reissued.

	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:Bank Reconciliation 30th April 2011



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	26791.30
	
	Bal Fwd
	15652.24

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	24451.13

	Deposit
	9588.34
	
	Payments
	-4726.96

	
	36392.19
	
	
	35376.41

	Unpaid cheques
	-195.28
	
	
	

	
	-12
	
	
	

	
	-288
	
	
	

	
	-263.5
	
	
	

	
	-257
	
	
	

	
	35376.41
	
	
	


Signed by Chairman of Parish Council meeting held on 16th May 2011
Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council: Progress Report May 2011

	Item
	Status

	Protection of Staplefield Common
	Agenda item.

	Staplefield Play Park
	I am trying to secure grants for some new equipment. Grants are not likely to become available until the next financial year now – i.e. April.

	New street light in Ansty
	Cost of new column is £430+VAT. Awaiting costs of underground services..

	Playpark inspections
	Toddler swing: cradle seat worn, replacement recommended.

Igloo: Paint flaky- repainting recommended. Safety surface has some wear – will be monitored.

Fence and gates: one half round missing needs replacing.

Some safety surfaces grown over.

	Fingerposts
	Work still progressing although behind original schedule. Still delayed, but underway and hoping for completion in July.

	Speed limits
	I have asked that the CLC consider a reduction in speed limits in both Brook Street and Staplefield.  I have also suggested that St Mark’s School include a request for a school safety zone in their travel plan.

	Safer Routes to school scheme
	Delayed again until next financial year. (2011/12).  WSCC still looking to secure funding.
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