ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 12th July 2010.

Present: Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Crispin Salimbeni, Jon Gilley, Brian Wright
Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Edward King (District Councillor)
1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Caroline Birthwright, Katy Bourne and Simon Stokes.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury and Jon Gilley declared prejudicial interests in item 5 Ansty Village Hall and Sports and Social Club.  Pete Bradbury also declared a personal interest in item 13b because he is Chairman of Staplefield Cricket Club.


3. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

4. Parish Council vacancy.
None of the people approached so far have expressed an interest.  The vacancy remains advertised on the notice boards but will be removed from future agendas unless anyone expresses a specific interest.  The Parish Council elections will be held next year and somone may step forward at that time.


5. Update regarding the rebuilding of Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty.
A meeting has been called by MSDC for Thursday 15th July at 10.00am.  Pete Bradbury is unable to attend.  Kaye Whiting is also unable to attend due to a work commitment but she has asked Caroline Birthwright to attend as her substitute.

6. Clerk’s appraisal.
Pete Bradbury and Kaye Whiting will conduct the Clerk’s appraisal.

7. Meeting arrangements for August.
It was AGREED that only the Planning Committee will meet on 9th August. Powers were delegated to that committee to sign the cheques, agree the finances and decide on any urgent matters that arise and which cannot wait until the next Council or F&GP meetings.  Pete Bradbury cannot attend the Planning Committee on 9th August, but Jon Gilley will attend in his place.


8. Speeding issues in Staplefield and Brook Street.
WSCC has changed its policy on speed limits so that 30mph should become the norm in villages.  WSCC have confirmed that both Brook Street and Staplefield meet the criteria for a 30mph limit.  It is the County Local Committee (CLC) which makes the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) for speed limit changes and they are authorised to make 3 per year.  Three areas have already been agreed for this year and 2 for next year.  Therefore, the absolute earliest any reductions could happen is 2011/2012, but most likely after that.  The CLC will need to be persuaded that public opinion would support the changes and so the ward members for Brook Street and Staplefield were asked to seek the opinion of local residents.  The CLC next meet in November.

9. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None received.


10. Review of standing orders. 
Revised Standing Orders have been issued by NALC.  It was agreed that Pete Bradbury and the clerk will arrange a meeting for a working party of Councillors to review them and recommend them for adoption.  In the meantime the clerk was asked to find out why the Council is expected to pay for Part One of the Standing Orders, when they should be freely available for download by NALC members.


11.  Community Governance Review and agree attendance at briefing on 27th July, 6,30pm, MSDC Council Chamber.
The Community Governance Review recommended that the boundary is changed so that the area around Sandrocks and currently within ASPC should be moved into Haywards Heath Town Council.  It also recommended a change which would move an area from Lindfield into Haywards Heath.  Neither Parish Councils were consulted on this matter and so at a recent MSDC meeting Edward King objected to the change on behalf of ASPC.  MSDC had claimed that Parish Councils were consulted; the clerk was asked to write to contest this.  Jon Gilley, Brian Wright and Pete Bradbury agreed to attend the meeting on 27th July.


12. To agreed authorising signatory for pension communications with WSCC.
It was AGREED that Kaye Whiting would become the authorising signatory.


13. F&GP Matters

a)  Ansty village sign.
The old sign is too faded and too complex a painting to be able to successfully digitally enhance an image of it.  The Council will therefore invite members of the public to put forward their suggested designs for a new sign.  Pete Bradbury will put a note in the Middy and the clerk will place notices on the notice boards and inform the Residents Association.  If a suitable design is selected then the Council will consider the options for having it made into a new sign.
b) Quotes for the pavilion. 
Seed Services has provided a quote for the provision of new training nets outside the pavilion along with additional seating and some work to the pavilion itself.  In addition quotes were provided at an earlier meeting for replacement sight screens.  It was AGREED that the work should be proceed and that the clerk will apply for s106 money from Ditton Place to help pay for all or some of it.
c) Grass cutting requirement in Staplefield.
It was agreed that Mr Kinnard should be asked to proceed with the cut to the rough part of the commons, but with no grass pick up this year.

14. Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The following correspondence was noted:
MSDC Economic Development Strategy 2010

MSDC Mid Sussex Business News – quarterly newsletter for the business community.

MSDC Economic Development Action Plan – establishment of forums

Allianz Insurance – claim settled at a cost of £464.13.
WSCC Winter Service: Guidance on preparing a Local Winter Management Plan. It was agreed that WSCC should be asked to provide bags of salt at the top of Deaks Lane, Ansty, the church in Staplefield and to Sparks Lane, Brook Street.


15. Financial Matters

a) Schedule of Payments
The schedule of payments was AGREED and signed by the Chairman. The schedule from June was ratified and signed by the Chairman.
b) Receipts, bank reconciliation and budget for June. These were noted.
16. Minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) Garden waste has been dumped at the top of Constitution Hill, Deaks Lane and also a large box at the bottom of the hill near the bridge.

b) The clerk was asked to chase WSCC regarding Brook Street street lights.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.






