ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council  held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 16th January 2012.


Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chair), Jon Gilley, Brian Wright, Bob Birthwright, Simon Stokes, Brad Williams, Katy Bourne, Crispin Salimbeni.
Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Kaye Whiting.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in the Ansty Village Centre because he is the next door neighbour. He also declared that he is a member of Ansty Sports and Social Club, Chair of Staplefield Cricket Club and that he is a County Councillor.

Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest because he is a member of Ansty Village Hall Trust.

There are no decisions to be made regarding Ansty Village Centre and so both members remained in the room.


Katy Bourne declared that she is a District Councillor.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2011.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

4. Finance Matters:

a) Budget and precept for the next financial year (2012/2013)
Following the recent meeting of the Finance Working Party, the clerk prepared a paper detailing the budget and precept recommendations for next financial year.  This had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The clerk talked through the paper and explained the cuts that were proposed.  It was AGREED that the budget for next year be accepted and that the precept should be set at £35285.  This means that the cost per household will not increase again next year and that there has only been one increase of 2.5% in the last six years.

Crispin Salimbeni, Brian Wright and Pete Bradbury agreed to display the minutes and agendas on the three notice boards in order to save clerk’s petrol expenses.

b) Schedule of payments, receipts and bank reconciliation.
The schedule of payments was AGREED and the receipts and bank reconciliation for December were noted.
5.  Ansty Village Centre.
Crispin reported that at the last meeting it was agreed that the clerk should compile a table comparing architect’s costs.  The clerk is still waiting for all the information. The Advisory Group will meet again once the comparison table is available.


6. To agree a response to the MSDC District Plan.
Pete Bradbury has drafted a response which was agreed by the Parish Council, subject to confirmation that the “wishlist” is complete. It was also agreed that a letter should be sent seeking clarification regarding DP26 and DP27 which relate to affordable housing. Crispin agreed to draft this.  He was also asked to include a query regarding the plans for providing sufficient water to all the new houses proposed in the plan.
7. Neighbourhood Plan.
The minutes from the recent Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group meeting were discussed.  The Visioning Days have now moved to 18th and 25th February in order to allow more time to prepare the questionnaire.  The Housing Needs Survey will be sent out within a week of the letter being finalised.  The Parish Council were happy with the letter which will also include definitions of “low cost” and “local”. The District Council will be supplying some very useful maps for the Visioning Days.  It was agreed that these will be displayed at the next Parish Council meeting from 7pm so that Councillors can familiarise themselves with them prior to the Visioning Days.

8. Representative to sit on the Burgess Hill Project Board.
Burgess Hill Town Council have invited a member of ASPC to join their Town Wide Strategy Delivery Plan Project Board. After some discussion, it was agreed that the clerk will ask for two members to sit on the Project Board and one to sit on the Community Interest Company.

9. Playground inspections.
It was agreed that when the current playground inspector contract runs out in March that Digley Associates should be asked to conduct a quarterly inspection.  In addition, the caretaker, Ron Stevenson, is expected to conduct a weekly visual inspection of the park.  The clerk will ask that these weekly inspections are documented.

10. Note from insurers regarding winter water damage. 
The insurance company have issued a guidance note regarding the protection of property i.e. Staplefield pavilion, from water damage in the winter.  The last two winters have been particularly harsh and yet no damage was sustained.  It is assumed therefore that the pipes are adequately lagged. There is no heating to leave on in the winter. The caretaker will be asked to put a notice up in the pavilion showing the location of the main stop valve, with a diagram showing the “off” position.  The clerk should retain a copy of the notice.
11. Email from Slaugham Parish Council regarding proposed new development at Pease Pottage.
The email was noted.

12. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
WSCC and MSDC will both be freezing council tax again this year.

Katy and Brad reported on the Broadband Community Fund Information event, that they attended.

13.  Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The following correspondence was noted:
MSDC – Invitation to EPLG meetings 28th March, 27th June 2012.  

Letter from Gleeson offering assistance with Neighbourhood Planning.

Email from Tom Clarke at MSDC re changes to Standards in the Localism Act (circulated by email)

FOI request.

It was agreed that ASPC will not send a representative to EPLG meetings. The clerk was asked to decline the offer of assistance from Gleeson with the Neighbourhood Plan.

The Progress Report was noted.  It was agreed that the items regarding Staplefield “laybys” and the housing allocations will be removed from the report. The laybys are unofficial and on common land where parking is not really allowed. Pete reported that the application for a grant for Staplefield playpark was not likely to be successful,

The clerk was also asked to seek advice from SALC re Data Protection.
14. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
None received.
MEETING CLOSED.

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.







