ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 8th November 2010 at  8.00pm. 
Present: Pete Bradbury (Chairman), Jon Gilley, Kaye Whiting, Simon Stokes, Crispin Salimbeni, Brian Wright, Katy Bourne.

Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Maureen Gibson.
Public Session.

Maureen Gibson asked that the Ansty Community Building Steering Group go back to the beginning and consider issues such as where the building is going to be located, leases, rent etc.

1. Apologies for absence.
None received.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in item 4 because he lives next door to the Ansty Village Hall.  Jon Gilley and Simon Stokes also declared prejudicial interests in item 4 because they are trustees of the Village Hall Trust.

Pete Bradbury also declared an interest in item 9a because he is Chairman of Staplefield Cricket Club.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

4. Update regarding the rebuilding of Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty and to agree any action required.
Kaye Whiting acknowledged the comments made by Maureen Gibson in the Public Session and agreed that some issues need to be discussed further to ensure that everyone is thinking in the same way.  The Steering Group has now met with three architects and two building companies and also visited the new hall at Dial Post. Lots of information has been gathered and once the architects have provided their estimates of fixed costs one can be appointed.  There was a query regarding the input from MSDC. The clerk responded that once the architect has been appointed then she will write to MSDC to update them on progress and to request the £5k that they have agreed to provide.  At this time she will also formally request the input of some key officers within MSDC to assist with issues such as the formation of a new trust and the location of the building. The Steering Group will meet again next week.

5. Update from the County Local Committee regarding the possible reduction to the speed limits in Ansty, Staplefield and Brook Street.
Pete Bradbury reported that the 30mph limit is Ansty is definitely to go ahead despite the objection from the police. The existing 40mph signs will be changed to 30mph, hopefully before Christmas. It is possible that additional vehicle activated signs will be required in the longer term.

It was also agreed that the 30mph limits should be requested in Staplefield and Brook Street. The clerk was asked to write to the Chairman of the County Local Committee to request that they consider this.  The clerk was also asked to write to the Head of St Mark’s School in Staplefield to suggest that they include a School Safety Zone within their Travel Plan.  This would mean that a 20mph zone outside the school might be possible. 


6. New model Standing Orders
The Working Party met last Friday to go through the new model standing orders and recommend changes.  The clerk will circulate the updated version with a view to adopting them at the next full council meeting in January.

7. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury, as County Councillor, provided an update on the Mid Sussex Special School which is to combine Court Meadow and Newick House on a site at Oakmeeds.  He also reported that central government will cut the funding provided to County Councils by 28% over the next four years. For several years WSCC has received the lowest amount of funding of any County Council in the country and so in actually monetary terms it will have to cope with smaller cuts than some other councils.  WSCC is hoping to make changes which will minimise the impact on front line services.


Katy Bourne reported that she had attended a planning update at MSDC.  The officers are concerned that the Localism Bill might make it more difficult to refuse applications and may lead to an increase in appeals.

8. Chairman’s Correspondence and note Progress Report.
The following correspondence was noted:
SEREP Community Empowerment.

MSDC consultation on Leader Model for MSDC post May 2011 (circulated by email).

National Emergency Exercise for Flooding.

West Sussex Local Flooding and Drainage Asset Survey.

Letter from Neptune Class, St Marks School thanking Kaye for her time and suggesting improvements to the play park, including making it larger.
MSDC – election costs. A contested election in all three wards would cost us £1300 next year.

The clerk was asked to notify WSCC of the following sites where flooding occurs:

· Entrance to Pickwell Lane

· Bishopstone Lane

· B2036 near Bridgehouse Farm

· A272 just before Pickwell Lane

· Between the cross roads and the school in Staplefield
The clerk was asked to add the Staplefield play park to the agenda of the next F&GP meeting and obtain the appropriate DEFRA form.  She will also write to Neptune Class.

The Progress Report was noted.  The planting scheme at Brook Street has come in way over budget and so a revised scheme is being looked at. The clerk was asked to find out how much the annual maintenance is likely to be.  This will be considered further at the next F&GP meeting.
A potential design has been received for the new Ansty Village sign.  Jon Gilley will seek opinion from local residents before deciding on the next course of action.

9. F&GP Matters

a) Actions required to complete work at Staplefield pavilion.
The clerk reported that MSDC have awarded a grant from the Ditton Place s106 money of 70% of the total project costs; this amounts to £5474.  A further £2000 has already been obtained from the County Local Committee. The Parish Council will need to contribute approximately £350. The clerk was asked to arrange the following work:
Kitchen improvements



£1415

Refurbished cricket nets



£325

Additional net





£3420

Sightscreen





£1325

Seating






£1335

Total






£7820 +VAT


10. Financial Matters

a) Guidelines and timetable for setting the budget and precept for next year. 
It was agreed that the F&GP Committee will approve quotes at the next meeting in December.  The clerk will compile a draft budget for a Finance Working Group to consider at a meeting on 12th January at 7.30pm in Staplefield.  All members are invited to attend.  The Full Council meeting will approve the budget and precept at the January meeting which has been moved from 10th to 17th January.

It was AGREED that the aim should be to freeze the precept at it current level.

b) Payment of bills by direct debit.
It was AGREED that the following payments will be made in future by direct debit:
EDF Energy for Pavilion electricity £13 per month

South East Water £4.49 per month

Southern Water amount to be calculated from next bill.

Public Works Loan Board £785.22 twice a year.
c) Schedule of payments and to note bank reconciliation.
The payment schedule was AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
d) Finances agreed at October meeting. 
The October schedule was signed by the Chairman.

11. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
None received.
MEETING CLOSED  DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION







