ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council  held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 14th November at 8.00pm.

Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chair), Jon Gilley, Brian Wright, Bob Birthwright, Simon Stokes, Katy Bourne, Crispin Salimbeni
Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Chris Bacon (Highways Agency), Adrian Kilburn (Carillion), Maureen Gibson, Marion Petitpierre, Maria Fielding, Eliot Fielding.
PUBLIC SESSION
Maria Fielding asked a number of questions which are summarised with the responses below:

· Can supporting documents for meetings be put on the website?  The clerk explained that it would not be practical to put all the notes on the website because often they are still being worked on, on the day of the meeting. However, some links etc could be included on the website.

· What is the position with Staplefield playpark? This initiative is on the back burner at the moment because the Parish Council has been unable to find any funding for new equipment or park enlargement. The playground inspectors have been asked to fix the swing seat and for quotes for painting the igloo and repairing the flooring. 

· What is the position with high speed broadband in the area? WSCC have a fund of £25m to develop broadband across the county. Specific plans have not been drawn up but priority will be given to the three areas with no broadband at all.

· The parking bays by the noticeboards are in need of some work.  The clerk will first establish who owns the area.
· What is the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Advisory Group have yet to meet formally to discuss the plan.


1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Brad Williams and Kaye Whiting.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in the Ansty Village Centre because he is the next door neighbour. He also declared that he is a member of Ansty Sports and Social Club, Chair of Staplefield Cricket Club and that he is a County Councillor.

Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest because he is a member of Ansty Village Hall Trust.

There are no decisions to be made regarding Ansty Village Centre and so both members remained in the room.


Katy Bourne declared that she is a District Councillor.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2011.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
4. Update on work on the A23 and agree any actions required.
Chris Bacon and Adrian Kilburn provided an update on the work to date.  A section of the A23 has been closed at night for the last week to allow tree clearing to take place. The road is not closed until traffic levels have dropped which is usually around 9-10pm and it is opened as early as possible, between 4.30am and 5.30am.  The work is progressing well and there have been no complaints. The full lane closures will continue for approximately two more weeks. They were thanked for their time and invited to attend  the Parish Council meeting in February to provide another update.
5. Ansty Matters
a) Ansty Village Centre project.
A meeting was held recently with representatives from MSDC, WSCC, the Parish Council, Ansty Village Hall Trust and Ansty Sports and Social Club. John Thorpe from AS&SC has been working hard to source grants and there are some encouraging signs, particularly from ECB.  However, there is still likely to be a significant funding gap. Other options for funding such as a small development or borrowing against future s106 money have been discounted. The only options now are to try and save costs on the design of the building and consider a phased build, with the hope of obtaining more money in the longer term. John Flowers has resigned from the AVHT and so will be replaced by Marion Petitpierre on the Advisory Group.  The next meeting is on Wednesday 16th November.

b) Circular to residents providing an update on Ansty Village Centre.
It was agreed that a circular is not appropriate at the moment because the plans are still changing.  However, the website could include update messages and the minutes from the Advisory Group meetings.  The clerk will draft the first message.

c) Direction signage in Ansty and 50% payment for new fingerpost. 
WSCC have offered a 50% grant towards the cost of a new fingerpost in the centre of Ansty to replace the existing metal signs. This means the Parish Council will need to pay the balance of £475 for the new post plus £500 for WSCC to remove the existing direction sign and relocate the tourist signs.  The clerk explained that of the £17000 in general reserves, approximately £5k is already earmarked for spending this year.  It was AGREED that the Parish Council will pay the required £975 for the work in order to take advantage of the grant offered by WSCC.
6. Neighbourhood Plan  
The terms of reference for the Advisory Group were approved, with one amendment, which is that Maria Fielding will join the group as the fourth resident. The first formal meeting of the group will take place on 30th November at 7.30pm. Visioning days will be held with the public as follows:
· Ansty Village Hall 21st January 10am to 2pm

· Staplefield Village Hall 28th January 10am to 1pm

· Brook Street 28th January 2.30-4.30pm. Brian Wright kindly offered to host this is in his house due to lack of alternative suitable venues in Brook Street.

7. To consider response to the following consultations:

a) MSDC revised housing allocation scheme at MSDC. The clerk was asked to inform MSDC that the Parish Council will provide comments once the results of the Housing Needs Survey are known.
b)  MSDC Draft District Plan. Discussion on this item was deferred to the December meeting.
c) WSCC Public Health Plan for West Sussex. The Parish Council chose not to comment on this.

8. January meeting dates. 
The Finance Committee will meet on 9th January 2012 at 7.30pm in Ansty Village Hall to discuss the budget and precept.  The Finance Committee do not have the power to approve the precept and so this will be an informal meeting of the committee. The Parish Council meeting was moved to 16th January 2012 in Ansty Village Hall.
9. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
a) Crispin Salimbeni was honoured to lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council at a very well attended service at Staplefield war memorial.

b) Brian Wright attended a meeting of the Sussex Resilience Forum. He did not feel that it is necessary to attend all their meetings and passed the papers to the clerk to consider.

c) Pete Bradbury reported that the Hickstead site has been dropped from the WSCC Waste Management Plan.

10. Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The progress report was noted.  It was agreed that an alternative quote will be sought for the Staplefield bus shelter repairs and that the clerk can authorise the work within her delegated powers up to £400. No further action will be taken regarding the new street light in Ansty until a grant can be found. The clerk was asked to remove Ansty speed monitoring from the progress report since there are no plans to implement vehicle activated signage. It was agreed that £50 should be given to purchase additional plants for the Brook Street garden.

The following correspondence was noted:
Email re Winter preparations – farmers schedule.

National Grid – Overhead line refurbishment work is planned between substations at Bolney and Ninfield. Clearing access routes to pylons might mean some footpaths will be closed.

Carillion – A23 newsletter.

Burgess Hill Town Wide Strategy Report.

MSDC – request for thoughts on name changes resulting from A23 scheme. Many properties will be accessed from newly created roads. 

Road name changes will be put on the agenda of the December meeting and the clerk will obtain a list of affected roads.

11. Financial Matters
The schedule of payments was approved and the financial report including receipts, bank reconciliation and report Simon Stokes following his review of the books was noted.
12. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) The Crest Nicholson consultation regarding the potential development near Sandrocks on Rocky Lane will be held on 29th November 4-7pm at Ashenground Community Centre.
MEETING CLOSED
DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONSULTATION.

Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council Finances 14th November 2011

Payments for approval
	Ansty Village Hall
	72.25

	BlockBright
	1080.00

	Public Works Loan Board
	785.22

	WSCC
	1494.50

	Ansty Village Hall
	34.00

	South East Water
	4.49

	EDF Energy
	13.00

	Elizabeth Bennett
	41.34

	Staplefield Village Hall
	15.00

	SLCC
	78.00


Receipts in October

	Ansty Sports and Social Club
	630

	Co-Operative Bank
	3.17

	Russel england
	424

	Co-Operative Bank
	4.51

	Co-Operative Bank
	0.96


Simon Stokes checked the books from April to end August. The wrong cheque number had been put on voucher 55. This has been corrected. Everything else was in order.

	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 31st October 2011



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	25083.01
	
	Bal Fwd
	15652.24

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	61717.31

	Deposit


	9597.33
	
	Payments
	-34110.52

	Ansty village centre
	8582.34


	
	
	

	
	43275.23
	
	
	43259.03

	Uncashed cheques
	16.20
	
	
	

	
	43259.03
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Signed by Chair of Parish Council Meeting 14/11/11
Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council: Progress Report November 2011

	
	Status

	Staplefield Play Park
	Need to agree new dimensions for play park, obtain DEFRA permission for enlargement, identify new equipment and source funding.

	Staplefield bus shelter
	The old bus shelter is in need of repainting and repairs. I have asked Brian for a quote.

	New street light in Ansty
	Warden Park has agreed to include reference to the need for an additional street light in the school travel plan. Cost of light is £480 plus £2917 installation. I haven’t found any suitable grants yet. Next year’s budget?

	Play park inspections
	Toddler swing: requested that cradle seat is replaced.

Igloo: Paint flaky- repainting recommended. Safety surface has some wear – will be monitored.

Fence and gates: one half round missing needs replacing.

Some safety surfaces grown over. I have requested quotes for next year.

	Gardens
	The Ansty bed has now been tidied up. Christian is concerned about Brook Street planting because some of the plants struggled in the dry weather. He has requested a small sum to help replace plants – they are cheaper at this time of year.

	Fingerposts
	Rose Cottage Lane fingerpost in place. Rest to be completed asap.

	Ansty speed monitoring
	Vehicle activated signage will cost c£4500. Agreed to take no further action at moment.

	Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
	Emailed Garry Wall on 19/10 to confirm process for securing £900 match funding. Need to chase.

	New Roundabout in Ansty
	Requested inclusion in WSCC Infrastructure Plan

	Replacement of signs in Ansty with fingerposts
	Agenda item.

	Safer Routes to school scheme
	Work underway.

	Winter Maintenance program
	Steve Whiting has offered to clear all of the roads in the parish – depending on need. Derek Richie has also offered to help.  He has asked if the PC could pay £800 for a snow plough attachment.

	Other works for next year
	I am working on the budget for next year. If anyone is aware of anything in the parish that needs attention that we can include in the budget for next year, please let me know.








Page 4of 4

