ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 18th July at approximately 8.00pm.

Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chair), Jon Gilley, Bob Birthwright, Kaye Whiting, Crispin Salimbeni, Katy Bourne, Brian Wright
Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Maureen Gibson.
PUBLIC SESSION
Maureen Gibson stated that she wished to observe the meeting and to understand why the creation of a new trust is being explored, when the AVHT have voted on expansion of AVHT, not a new trust.
1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Simon Stokes.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest in items 4a, 4b and 4c because he is a member of AVHT. Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in the same items because he lives next door to the site. He also declared that he is West Sussex County Councillor. Katy Bourne declared that she is a Mid Sussex District Councillor.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 20th June 2011.
The minutes were AGREED and will be signed at the next meeting.
4. Ansty Matters
a) Update on the Ansty Village Centre project and agree any actions required.
Kaye reported that the Advisory Committee met last week and agreed to get plans drawn up by the architect in order to obtain planning permission. This will mean that building costs can be obtained and grants applications made. The clerk and John Flowers have met with the architect and discussed the options for the new location. The architect will get the topographical survey done as soon as possible at a cost of approximately £900.  The fees to prepare plans ready for planning permission are expected to be £6700 +VAT and disbursements.  These costs will be met from the £11k pot of money obtained with contributions from MSDC, AS&SC, AVHT and ASPC. A number of options were discussed to try and reduce the overall size of the building. Brian Fletcher of the Ansty Sports and Social Club has been asked to confirm where space savings can be made in terms of changing rooms etc.  It was agreed that a committee room, whilst a luxury, would be very useful and should be retained if possible, but could be a bit smaller.

Crispin reported that he has been researching the options for the trust.  He suggested that the creation of a new charitable company might be a better approach than expanding the AVHT.  It is likely to be simpler and cheaper to start afresh rather than trying to expand and amend the AVHT.  It would also mean that trustee nominations would be more straight forward.  The AVHT and AS&SC could still exist if required.  From the Parish Council perspective all that is required is a single legal entity to sign the lease.  The day to day running of the building can be left to management committees as appropriate. The Advisory Committee will discuss the options in more detail when they meet again on 3rd August.  There was a brief discussion regarding the Custodian Trustees of AVHT.  Maureen stated that one had resigned, but some others remain.  Crispin pointed out that if there are fewer than two Custodian Trustees then this can cause real problems because they are required to sign legal documents.  This is why often Parish Councils become the Custodian Trustee of local charities because it acts as a single legal entity and continues to exist even as members come and go.  Louise Beaton had suggested that the Parish Council should become the Custodian Trustee, but it is a decision for AVHT.
b) Letter from AVHT regarding their grants.
AVHT has written to ask the Parish Council to underwrite the grants that they have secured in the event of them being lost due to the time taken to achieve the new building.  Some of these grants were secured in 2007 and 2008, and the Parish Council has no knowledge of the negotiation or conditions of these grants. The clerk does not believe that the Parish Council has the power to underwrite in this way.  Even if it did the Parish Council would not be willing to support this.  Maureen asked for a letter from the clerk to confirm the position.
c) Request to add third representative from AVHT to the Ansty Village Centre Advisory Committee. 
The Parish Council agreed that the Advisory Committee should remain at two representatives from each body, plus the clerk. Substitutes can attend in the event that a nominated member is unable to.
d) Response from Sussex Safer Roads Partnership re vehicle activated signs in Ansty. 
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership is unaware of funding sources for Vehicle Activated Signs.  The clerk was asked to find out how much one would cost, so that it might be considered as part of next year’s budget. The speed monitoring tests might have been carried out by then, which will also help the Parish Council to decide whether one would be worthwhile.
5. Development of a Neighbourhood Plan and obtaining grant funding via MSDC.
Katy Bourne provided an update on Neighbourhood Plans and the possibility of obtaining funding.  Cuckfield Parish Council has already written to MSDC to try and secure some funding.  Cuckfield PC  stated that it has a significant skill set in this area and could become a champion for other villages across the district wishing to embark on a neighbourhood plan. The parish of Ansty and Staplefield wraps around Cuckfield and shares some infrastructure.  Significant housing is proposed for the parish from the Burgess Hill Northern Arc and it was felt that it would make sense for the requirements of Ansty and Staplefield parish to be included in the Cuckfield Neighbourhood Plan.  The clerk will write to Cuckfield PC.


6. Parish Council vacancy.
Kaye Whiting has identified someone who is interested in filling this vacancy.

7. Definitive map modification order, footpath CR22
There was no objection in principle to the order, but the Parish Council asked that the clerk request that the footpath surface is improved.  There are patches where it becomes so muddy that it is almost unpassable; this would be exasperated by horses using it as a bridleway.

Kaye Whiting made her apologies and left the meeting.


8. Delegation of authority to the Planning Committee at August meeting. 
 It was AGREED that the Planning Committee can deal with any urgent matters that require progressing before the next Council meeting in September. This will include authorising payments and signing cheques.
9. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
a) Jon Gilley reported that the Ansty Councillors had met to discuss celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  They thought that it might be appropriate to give some money to each of the wards within the parish so that they can organise celebrations.  This will be put on the agenda of the September meeting.

b) Katy Bourne provided an update from the Mid Sussex Partnership Conference and also a meeting of parishes affected by the Burgess Hill Northern Arc.

10. Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The following correspondence was noted:
Revised signing proposal for proposed tourist signs to Wings Museum.

Statement of Community Involvement Review – MSDC.  Jon Gilley was asked to respond on behalf of the Council.

South East Water Customer Metering Email. The clerk was asked to arrange for representatives from SE Water to attend a Parish Council meeting to explain their proposals.

The progress report was noted and the following comments were made:
- The clerk was asked to send a copy of the letter to Warden Park School regarding the funding of lighting at bus shelters to Pete Bradbury.
- The Brook Street sign is now finished and looks very good. It will be hung in position tomorrow. Jon Gilley was asked to find out whether the sign writer would also consider doing a fingerpost in the centre of Ansty.

11. Financial Matters
The financial statement showing the payment schedule, receipts and bank reconciliation for June and the budget position as at 30th June 2011 was AGREED and signed by the Chairman.
12. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) Staplefield grass cutting. The clerk will ask Mr Kinnard to cut the outer common grass during the second half of August.
b) Ansty Play Park. Katy Bourne reported that she met with someone from the District Council who has agreed to spruce up Ansty Play Park.  Once the new Village Centre plans are agreed they will consider a more substantial refurbishment.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.
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