ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council  held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 20th June at 8pm. 
Members Present: Pete Bradbury (Chairman), Jon Gilley, Crispin Salimbeni, Bob Birthwright, Katy Bourne, Kaye Whiting, Brian Wright.

Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Maureen Gibson, Marion Petitpierre.
1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Simon Stokes.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in Ansty Village Centre because he is a near neighbour. Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest in Ansty Village Centre because he is  a trustee for Ansty Village Hall.

Pete Bradbury declared that he is a WSCC Councillor.
Katy Bourne declared that she is a MSDC Councillor.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2011.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

It was AGREED that item 7a should be brought forward for the benefit of the members of the public present.


7a. Ansty Village Centre.
Kaye provided an update.  The consultation has shown that 85% of people are in favour of a joint project. The location is not popular and alternative sites must be considered. It is important that information about the funding of the project is communicated to the public once this becomes clearer. 

The cost of taking on the whole rec from MSDC is prohibitive. At a meeting with representatives from MSDC on Friday they indicated that it is likely that the Parish Council could be granted a long lease on just the footprint of the building and associated infrastructure i.e. access and the car park.  This is a much simpler process than the asset transfer previously discussed and would mean that the Parish Council would not have to  take on the costs of the running the whole rec.  

The play park was also discussed. Katy Bourne agreed to find out whether MSDC has any plans to upgrade it.
The most favoured location for the new village centre, at the moment, is just behind the current building, on the rec. Any significant changes to the proposal will need to be put to AVHT and AS&SC for voting again. 

Kaye also outlined the potential impact of the Localism Bill. This bill, which is due to go through in the autumn, has a provision in it that will make it necessary for precepting authorities to hold a referendum to gain agreement to raise the precept beyond a certain percentage.  It is likely that when the bill goes through it will exclude the Parish Council because it is so small.  However, if the bill is worded such that amendments can be made to the definition of “small council” without primary legislation, then it would be too risky for the Parish Council to take out the loan which is to be repaid with income from the lease.  The reason for this is that in the event of the trust not being able to keep up sufficient lease payments the Parish Council might have to take over payments.  It could only do this by increasing the precept, but it might not gain agreement to do so.  This could be disastrous because the money would have already been spent and the loan will be in place.  The original scheme was devised on the assumption that the Parish Council would be free to raise its precept, as it is at the moment. If it cannot do this then the Parish Councillors could be liable and they could be forced to seek alternative tenants.

The Parish Council could still consider borrowing £100k to donate to the project, subject to a referendum if necessary. At the time this money is needed it is unlikely that a referendum will be necessary and the loan repayments would balance the Parish Council spend in Staplefield and Ansty.

The meeting was closed to allow members of the public to speak.

Marion and Maureen were alarmed to hear that if the payments for the lease were defaulted then they could be evicted from the building and would lose everything.  Marion stated that she might have to withdraw support for the project.  AVHT could still build its own building with the £100k from the Parish Council.

The meeting was re-opened.


Kaye stated that it was important to plan for a worst case scenario.  If the payments could not be kept up then it might be possible to extend the term of the loan and so reduce the annual payments.  The £100k from the Parish Council is to support a joint project; it would not go just to AVHT.

It might be possible for the Parish Council to take out insurance to cover the possibility of the tenants defaulting on the lease. There is still a lot of work to do to clarify the details of the project.
4. Actions required to fill Parish Council vacancy.
Pete Bradbury has spoken to someone who might be interested.
5. End of financial year accounts and Annual Return for 2010/2011.
The Finance Committee members met last week to go through the accounts in detail. They were happy to recommend that the Parish Council approve the accounts.  The clerk handed out a summary of the accounts.  It was AGREED that the accounts should be approved and Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Return were signed by the Chairman. 
6. Charges to Enterprises Inns for access over Staplefield Common.
It was AGREED that the annual charge should be increased from £1025 to £1075.

7. Ansty Matters
a)  To receive update on Ansty Village Centre consultation and agree next steps. (see above)

b) Direction signs in centre of Ansty. The clerk was asked to write to WSCC Highways department to ask for the sign to be removed and replaced with fingerposts.
c) Provision of new street light in Ansty. A quote has been received for £3347 to provide a light at the bus stop on the westbound side of the A272.  The bus stop is used regularly by Warden Park school children. The clerk will write to Warden Park to ask if they could include provision of lighting at bus stops in their Safer Routes to School scheme or School Travel Plan. If they will, then it might be possible to obtain some funding from WSCC or the WSCC County Local Committee.
d) Removal of the no 86 bus service.  The 86 bus service which runs from Horsham to Haywards Heath via Cowfold, Bolney and Ansty is to be discontinued. In his role as County Councillor, Pete Bradbury has written to affected parishes to ask if they would be interested in a scheduled community bus. It was agreed that the Parish Council is interested in exploring this option.
8. Proposals for collaboration with other parish and town councils. 
 Twineham Parish Council has organised a meeting with rural parishes that will be affected by the Burgess Hill Town Wide Strategy. Katy Bourne is attending on behalf of the Parish Council.

The clerk wrote to neighbouring parishes to ask whether they might be interested in collaboration for the development of Neighbourhood Plans and provision of services. There have been several positive responses. The clerk was asked to write back to them to suggest that the Parish Council host a meeting in the autumn to explore this further. The Localism Bill should have gone through parliament by then.
In the meantime, the Chairman and Clerk will meet with Burgess Hill Town Council to explore the possibility of working with them and also to see if they can help to involve some other smaller parishes.
Claire Tester from MSDC has also written to the Parish Council to ask about the Parish Council’s plans to help feed in to the District Plan. The clerk will provide her with an update on the plans agreed above.

Pete Bradbury will write to Nicholas Soames to ask for information regarding the possible replacement of s16 with the Community Infrastructure Levy.

9. Facilities Matters

a) Brook Street village sign. 
The sign writer is very busy at the moment and the sign might not be ready for a while.  Jon Gilley was asked to offer the sign writer an additional £100 if it can be completed within four weeks.

b) Protection of cricket square.
The quote of £650 to provide retractable posts around the cricket square was accepted.  The posts can be lowered flush with the ground during a match.  There was a discussion about the type of chain to be used between the posts and Kaye Whiting agreed to explore the options.

10. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None received.

11.  Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The correspondence and progress report was noted and the following comments were made:

Staplefield Play Park: Katy Bourne will see if there is any funding available from MSDC to buy some more equipment for the play park.  A decision can then be made about whether the fence needs to be moved to expand the play area.  The playground inspectors have reported some issues.  The clerk will ask for the toddler swing cradle seat to be replaced.  The flaky painting will be dealt with next year.

Ansty Speed Monitoring.  The clerk was asked to write to Sussex Safer Roads Partnership to ask if they think that there should be interactive signage on the A272 in Ansty and whether they are aware of any grants to pay for this.
12. Financial Matters

a) The schedule of payments was AGREED and the payments and bank reconciliation were noted.
13. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) The next meeting will held on 18th July.  The August meeting will be a Planning Meeting only although authority will be given to deal with any pressing issues.

b) Pete Bradbury will write a letter of thanks to Edward King for his help and support during his time as a District Councillor.
c) The clerk will ask Seed Services to replace the bollards knocked down on Ansty Green.

d) The hand washing and drying machine in the ladies toilets at the pavilion has stopped working.  The clerk has obtained a quote from Wallgate to service the machines in both the ladies and gents toilets at a cost of £330 plus any parts.  They have not been serviced for a long time.  The clerk can agree this under her delegated authority.  The Parish Council agreed that this is the best course of action.
MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION

Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council Finances: 20th June 2011

Payments for authorisation.
TalkTalk 

      37.89 (from May)

	WSCC
	1494.50

	WSCC
	2491.08

	Open Spaces
	40.00

	Staplefield Village Hall
	15.00

	Peter J Consultants
	0.00

	TalkTalk
	41.20

	EDF Energy
	13.00

	SE Water
	4.49

	Elizabeth Bennett
	28.24

	
	


Recipts in May

	Ron Stevenson
	78

	Staplefield Cricket Club
	378.5

	Co-Operative Bank
	2.29

	Copthorne Cricket
	80

	HMRC
	5128.26

	Wivelsfield PC
	200.3

	MSDC
	5474

	G.Crosta (Jolly Tanners)
	160

	AS&SC
	2000

	Greenwoods
	101.5

	
	


	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 31st May 2011



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	30631.90
	
	Bal Fwd
	15652.24

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	38053.98

	Deposit


	9588.34
	
	Payments
	-10099.66

	Ansty village centre
	3872.00


	
	
	

	
	44104.79
	
	
	43606.56

	Unpaid cheques
	-257.00
	
	
	

	
	-153.60
	
	
	

	
	-75.63
	
	
	

	
	-12.00
	
	
	

	
	43606.56
	
	
	


Signed by Chair of Parish Council meeting 20/6/11
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