ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the Meeting of Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council held in Ansty Village Hall on Monday 17th January 2011 at  8.00pm.

Present: Pete Bradbury, Kaye Whiting, Jon Gilley, Brian Wright, Crispin Salimbeni.
Also Present: Liz Bennett (Clerk), Andrew Barrett-Miles (Burgess Hill Town Council), Jeff Nottage (Broadway Malyan),John Tarvit, Wates Developments, Mark Gimingham (i-Transport), 4 representatives from Ansty Village Hall Trust.
PUBLIC SESSION
Representatives from the development consortium for the Northern Arc provided an update. Public consultation through newsletters, the Burgess Hill Town Council website and manned exhibitions at the Triangle Leisure Centre and the Burgess Hill Market Place are running from January to March.

Andrew Barrett-Miles from Burgess Hill Town Council explained that the Town Council are keen to ensure that Burgess Hill develops as a town and is not left to die.  They are working to ensure that developers pay an appropriate price to the community for development and that this will help with infrastructure including a sporting centre of excellence, improved transport links, sports pitches and community facilities.

Pete Bradbury asked whether as part of the transport developments it might be possible to re-route the A272 away from Ansty and on to the A23 then A2300.  The developers confirmed that transport modelling will be taking place and that re-routing the A272 will be an option for consideration.  At the moment transport data has been collected so that the transportation impact of the development can be understood and alternatives modelled.

Brian Wright suggested that they talk to other parishes including Cuckfield Parish Council and also suggested that they might be able to help address the lack of gypsy sites in the area.

The contact point for any queries on the Northern Arc development and related issues is Burgess Hill Town Council.  Andrew Barrett-Miles suggested that they would like to visit the Parish Council again once the data has been gathered from the public consultation exercise.

1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were accepted from Simon Stokes and Katy Bourne.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
Pete Bradbury declared a prejudicial interest in item 5 because he lives next door to the village hall. Jon Gilley declared a prejudicial interest in item 5 because he is on the Ansty Village Hall Trust.  Since item 5 is simply providing an update, both members remained in the room.


3. Minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.


4.  Northern Arc update and the A272.
Further to the update received in the public session, the clerk was asked to write to Burgess Hill Town Council to confirm that the priority of the Parish Council is to see the re-routing of the A272 away from Ansty.

5. Update regarding the rebuilding of Village Hall and Sports and Social Club in Ansty.
Kaye Whiting provided an update on progress. Four architects presented their ideas for the project last week and a further one is presenting later this week. The Steering Committee were generally encouraged by what they had seen and hope to be in a position to appoint an architect soon.


6. Members allowances for 2011/12.
It was AGREED that allowances will remain frozen for the fifth year running at £257 for Councillors and £387 for the Chairman.


7. Increased contributions to the West Sussex Pension Scheme.
It was noted that the employer contributions to the West Sussex Pension Scheme are to rise by 2% to 18%.


8. Budget and precept for 2011-2012. 
A paper was prepared by the clerk showing the spend against budget for this year and the detailed budget for next year.  This paper was discussed at the Finance Committee and some minor changes were made.  The Parish Council approved the budget and precept for next year:

Forecast expenditure:


£44343

To be financed from:

Forecast receipts


£6640

Precept




£35271

Contribution from reserves

£2432

This means that the precept per Band D household will remain frozen at £44.79.  A small rise in the tax base from 777.2 to 787.5 means that the total collected will rise from £34810 to £35271.
At the end of the financial year (March 2012) reserves are forecast to be £10562.

9. Adoption of new model Standing Orders.
A working party met in December to go through the new Standing Orders in detail and a number of minor changes were recommended.  The resulting document was circulated prior to the meeting and Pete Bradbury read out the changes.  It was AGREED that the revised Standing Orders be adopted by the Council.

10. Facilities Matters
a) Proposals for Ansty village sign.
Jon Gilley has met with a sign writer who is producing some sketches next week.  Jon will pass these to residents for comment either through the Residents Association or the Ansty Village Hall Trust.  The sign writer has provided indicative costs which are within budget.
b) Brook Street village sign.
The clerk will chase Wood and Wisdom who are producing a replacement board.
c) Repairs to Ansty bus shelter and notice board.
The clerk, under delegated authority, has asked Seed Services to proceed with repairing the Ansty bus shelter at a cost of £175.  Seed Services will also be repairing the notice board at no charge and repaired the post and chain fence in Ansty at no charge. 

The Residents Association has requested that a light be placed at the bus stop on the opposite side of the A272 to the bus shelter.  It is quite dangerous for people getting off and on the bus in the dark.  The clerk will obtain costs.

11. Reports from meetings attended, not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
None attended.

12. Chairman’s Correspondence and Progress Report.
The correspondence and progress report were noted.
13. Financial Matters
The schedule of payments nwas AGREED and signed by the Chairman. The receipts and the bank reconciliation as at 31st December 2010 were noted.
14. To receive minor matters and items for the next agenda.
a) Brian Wright reported that there are continuing issues with poor drainage in Brook Street.  He has prepared a report and is meeting a representative from Highways to discuss this tomorrow.

b) Kaye Whiting mentioned that the landlords at The Victory wished to hold a traditional style street party on the day of the royal wedding in April.  They wanted to use the common for children’s games.  It was agreed that permission is not necessary for such an event and it is nice to see the common being used in this way.

MEETING CLOSED

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.

Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council: Finances January 2011 
Payments

Payments made in December:

EDF direct debit



13.00

Mr Garman, direct debit


50.00

South East Water



4.49

Payment Schedule for January:

	Mr Webster
	50.00

	Ron Stevenson
	50.00

	Vision ICT
	162.74

	Foster Playscapes
	272.72

	Pete Bradbury
	387.00

	Kaye Whiting
	257.00

	Crispin Salimbeni
	257.00

	Brian Wright
	257.00

	Jon Gilley
	257.00

	Simon Stokes
	257.00

	Katy Bourne
	257.00

	Caroline Birthwright
	257.00

	Staplefield V. Hall
	24.00

	WSCC
	1478.76

	EDF
	13.00

	Se Water
	4.49

	Elizabeth Bennett
	48.72

	
	


Receipts in December:

Co-operative Bank, interest

2.64

	Ansty and Staplefield Parish Council:

Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2010



	Bank
	
	Cashbook

	Current
	18388.44
	
	Bal Fwd
	21017.22

	Instant
	12.55
	
	Receipts
	48517.99

	Deposit
	9588.34
	
	Payments
	-41557.88

	
	27989.33
	
	
	27977.33

	Unpaid cheques
	-12
	
	
	

	
	27977.33
	
	
	



Signed by Chairman of Parish Council Meeting 17/01/11






