ANSTY AND STAPLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Committee Room above Staplefield Village Hall on Monday 11th October  2010 at 7.30pm 
Present: Pete Bradbury, Brian Wright, Jon Gilley (for Caroline Birthwright), Simon Stokes, Kaye Whiting (after Public Session)

Also Present: Liz Bennett (clerk), Crispin Salimbeni, members of the public.

Public Session

Nuala Hampshire spoke on behalf of Brook Street residents to object to application 10/02497/cond Meadow Wood.  Many points were raised including:

· The change of use of land for a permanent caravan with mixed agricultural use should not be permitted.

· The application is effectively for a gyspsy caravan site whereas the initial temporary permission was for one caravan for the use of the applicant only.  There is a real concern that the site could become occupied by several mobile homes.  This would be wrong especially in an AONB.

· WSCC/ MSDC have failed in their duty to provide adequate sites for gypsies and must make this a priority.

· The application is incomplete and has not been  validated correctly by MSDC.

Other members of the public also spoke against this application and quoted from government circular 1/94 which states that is not appropriate to make gypsy sites in AONB.

The public session was closed and the meeting opened.

1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Caroline Birthwright. Jon Gilley attended the meeting in her place and the meeting was chaired by Pete Bradbury.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
None received.


3. Minutes of meeting held on 13th September 2010.
The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

It was agreed that agenda item 6, Meadow Wood would be brought forward.

6.  Meadow Wood.

After some discussion it was AGREED that the Council will object to this application for the following reasons:

· The conditions originally specified by Mrs Smith for leaving Fairbridge Place no longer apply i.e. problems with other site residents, poor conditions at the site, need for her children to attend local schools.

· The information provided on this application is insufficient and unclear: there is no access statement, the access driveway is not outlined, the ownership certificate is not detailed, there is no site map outlined in red and blue.  In addition, the application title is for “use of the land as a private gypsy and traveller caravan site” and yet it asks only for removal of conditions 1 and 2.

· The application is effectively for development within the AONB.  This is contrary to circular 1/94 Gypsy Sites and Planning which states that “it will not be appropriate to make provision for gypsy sites in areas of open land where development is severely restricted e.g. AONB.” High Weald AONB only supports temporary extension to Mrs Smith’s old permission but not support of this (permanent) application.

· The previous application has expired and so a fresh application should have been made by Mrs Smith.

However, the Parish Council recognise that this application has been recommended for approval by the Planning Committee and if this should be approved it would like to see the following conditions added to those already recommended by the Planning Officer:

· Permission to remain at the site is subject to Mrs Smith’s registration with the WSCC Gypsy Liaison Officer to reside on a site managed by WSCC and or MSDC before 31st October 2010.

·  Mrs Smith must accept any site offered by WSCC when one becomes available and move onto that site within 1 month of notification.

· Prior to removal of any mobile home/ caravan from the site Mrs Smith must hold discussions with MSDC Enforcement Officer concerning the use and condition of the site to be achieved once the removal has taken place.

· In the meantime, Mrs Smith must take positive actions herself to find an alternative site and report these to WSCC/ MSDC say annually.

4.  Planning Decisions from MSDC.
The following applications were noted:
a. 10/02327/FUL Westmead, Deaks Lane, Ansty. Proposed porch extension. Granted.

b. 10/02291/FUL Warren House, Staplefield Road, Cuckfield. Removal of netpave. Replace with grasscrete. Granted.10/02293/FUL Stanbridge House, Staplefield Lane. Single storey sout extension for boot room, installation of solar panels to flat external canopy roof and other minor associated work. Granted.
c. 10/02068/FUL Chiffley Grange, Rose Cottage Lane, Staplefield. Erection of detached garage and garden summer house. Granted.

d. 10/02293/FUL Stanbridge House, Staplefield Lane, Staplefield. Single storey south (side) extension for boot room, installation of solar panels. Granted.

e. 10/02303/LBC Great Thorndean Farm House, Slough Green Lane, Warninglid. Installation of satellite dish. Granted.
f. 09/03419/FUL High Point Brook Street. An appeal was made against MSDC who refused to grant planning permission.  The inspectorate dismissed the appeal.


5. Planning Applications: 
a. 10/02711/FUL Moorfields Farmhouse, Broxmead Lane, Cuckfield. Single storey extension to swimming pool and internal alterations. No objection.
b. 10/02761/LBC Moorfields Farmhouse, Broxmead Lane, Cuckfield. Replacement clay roof tiles to main house with clay tiles to match. Replacement of velux windows to main house with velux conservation rooflights. Replacement of multicoloured clay tile hanging to main house with plain clay tile hanging. No objection, but the Council would like to ensure that the Conservation Officer approves the tiles to be used.
c. 10/02712/LBC  Moorfields Farmhouse, Broxmead Lane. Single storey extension to swimming pool and internal alterations. No objection.
d. 10/02916/FUL  Hazelwick, Borde Hill Lane. Small rear extension and pitched roof to replace flat roof at side of house. No objection.
e. 10/02956/FUL Green Acres, Deaks Lane,Installation of 4 bay oak garages (Open Bay) with exterior staircase leading to storage / playroom area. New cross over and driveway giving access to proposed garage. A letter of objection was received from the opposite neighbours.  However, the Committee do not object to this application.
f. 10/02333/COU Bucklands Farm.  This application had been delegated to Caroline Birthwright in conjunction with the clerk.  The Committee noted the objection and comments made.
g. CD/09/0353/FUL Ansty Cross Inn, Extractor unit - amended plans. No objection.
h. CD/10/02855/FUL the Lodge, Deaks Lane. Replace existing flat roof dormer to south elevation constructed to match existing dormer (hipped). No objection. 

6. Correspondence.
The following correspondence was noted:
a. MSDC Consultation – Validation of Planning Applications.
b. Email from Infrastucture Planning Commission re Proposed offshore Rampion Wind Farm. (circulated by email)
c. Copy of letter from Judith Norris Ltd to Edward King re 10/00797/FUL
d. Lewes District Council: Revised statement of Communuty Involvement.

7. To receive reports from any other meetings attended.
None received.

8. Minor matters and items for the next agenda.
None received.
MEETING CLOSED               DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION
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